
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

July 11, 2021 
9:00am & 11:00am 

 
 

 

WELCOME 
We are honored that you have chosen to spend your Sunday morning with us. 

Friends Congregational Church is an Open & Affirming congregation of the United 
Church of Christ. We welcome all people into the full life and ministry of our 
church—people of all ages, races, sexual orientations, gender identities, and 
abilities. No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you are 

welcome here. 
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Words in BOLD are yours to speak out loud                  **You are invited to stand 

Quote for Meditation  
True heroism is remarkably sober, very undramatic. It is not the urge to surpass all others at whatever cost, 
but the urge to serve others at whatever cost.  –Arthur Ashe 
 

CHIMING OF THE TRINITY 
 

WORDS OF WELCOME             Rev. Trent Williams 
 

PRELUDE & LIGHTING OF THE ALTAR CANDLES 
 

**CALL TO WORSHIP                                     David Manuel (9:00) 
                           Jackie Womack (11:00) 

 One: Like trees planted by streams of water, those who delight in God’s ways will not whither.  
 Many: Flourishing, they bear fruit appropriate to each season.  
 One: Through seasons of justice or compassion, seasons of change or of rest...  
 Many: With wisdom and discernment, they blossom and they bloom.  
 One: Abundant is the harvest of those who trust in God.   
 Many: Blessed is the community that follows the call of love. 
 
OPENING HYMN — “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name” 
 

PRAYER OF INVOCATION                           David Manuel (9:00) 
                      Jackie Womack (11:00) 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                                  Tami Dudo 

Children, please remain in your seat for safety measures, but pay special attention as a message is offered just 
for you. All are invited to sing a verse of “This Little Light of Mine” to prepare for the children’s message. 

 This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine, 
 This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine, 
 This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine, 
 Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine (oh let it shine). 
 

 

 

The Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 
The Season after Pentecost, also called Kingdomtide, Dominiontide, or Ordinary Time, begins the day after 
Pentecost and ends the day before the First Sunday of Advent. Regardless of the name given to this season, 
its basic color is green, symbolizing growth in Christ. In most churches, the general theme of the Bible 
readings and sermons concerns Jesus’ ministry the church’s mission in the world.  

 

. 

 



PASSING OF THE PEACE                        Rev. Dr. Dan De Leon 

 One:  The peace of Christ be with you all. 
 Many:  And also with you! 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC — Wade In the Water - arranged by Mark Hayes                    Tom Vogel, baritone 
 

SCRIPTURE READING – Acts 14:8-18 (CEB)                        Rev. Trent Williams 

In Lystra there was a certain man who lacked strength in his legs. He had been crippled since birth and had 
never walked. Sitting there, he heard Paul speaking. Paul stared at him and saw that he believed he could be 
healed. 
Raising his voice, Paul said, “Stand up straight on your feet!” He jumped up and began to walk. 
Seeing what Paul had done, the crowd shouted in the Lycaonian language, “The gods have taken human form 
and come down to visit us!” They referred to Barnabas as Zeus and to Paul as Hermes, since Paul was the main 
speaker. The priest of Zeus, whose temple was located just outside the city, brought bulls and wreaths to the 
city gates. Along with the crowds, he wanted to offer sacrifices to them. 
When the Lord’s messengers Barnabas and Paul found out about this, they tore their clothes in protest and 
rushed out into the crowd. They shouted, “People, what are you doing? We are humans too, just like you! We 
are proclaiming the good news to you: turn to the living God and away from such worthless things. He made 
the heaven, the earth, the sea, and everything in them. In the past, he permitted every nation to go its own 
way. Nevertheless, he hasn’t left himself without a witness. He has blessed you by giving you rain from above 
as well as seasonal harvests, and satisfying you with food and happiness.” Even with these words, they barely 
kept the crowds from sacrificing to them. 

 One: The word of God for the people of God. 
 All: God is still speaking. Thanks be to God! 
 

THE MESSAGE                            Rev. Trent Williams 
 

MOMENT FOR REFLECTION 
 

INVITATION TO SHARE & JOIN FRIENDS CHURCH                     David Manuel (9:00) 
                      Jackie Womack (11:00) 
 

OFFERTORY 
Secure online giving via Church Office Giving at bit.ly/givetofriends 

GivePlus Text to 833-421-0009 
 Venmo to 979-446-5746 or @friendsucc 

DOXOLOGY 

 Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
 Praise God all creatures here below: alleluia, alleluia! 
 Praise God the source of all our gifts, 
 Praise Jesus Christ whose power uplifts, 
 Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit, 
 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 



PRAYER OF DEDICATION                                    Rev. Dr. Dan De Leon 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                       Rev. Dr. Dan De Leon 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (unison)                                   Rev. Dr. Dan De Leon 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins, 
 as we forgive those who sin against us.  
 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.  
 

COMMUNITY LIFE THIS WEEK            David Manuel (9:00) 
                      Jackie Womack (11:00) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CLOSING HYMN — Lord, I Want to Be a Christian 

 
BENEDICTION                            Rev. Trent Williams 
 

POSTLUDE 
 



 

Hymns reprinted with permission — OneLicense #A–730489, CCLI #20046014 
Instrumental Music: 
Prelude:  "O God Beyond All Praising"  - Holst/Turner 
Offertory:  "In Christ There Is No East or West"  - Reinagle/Turner 
Postlude:  "A Mighty Fortress Is Our God"  - Luther/Leonard 
 
Scriptures for July 18:   Psalm 61, Judges 6:11-18, 36-40 
 

FIRST TIME AT FRIENDS? If you are a guest with us today, please let us know. Welcome cards are located in 
the chair backs to fill out and bring to the baptismal font during today’s offertory. If you are joining us online 
for today’s service, you will find an Online Visitor Card at https://www.friends-ucc.org/your-first-visit. We are 
so glad you are here, so please let us know if there is anything we can do for you. 

 

FRIENDS CHURCH PARTICIPATING IN ‘’LET MY PEOPLE VOTE” RALLY FOR VOTING RIGHTS AT THE TEXAS 
CAPITOL, JULY 19: During their local mission trip this week, the youth group learned about our country’s 
history of systemic racism and some of the policies that have fostered it. One of those is voter suppression 
that targets People of Color, making it more and more challenging for our Black and Brown neighbors to make 
their voice heard. On July 19, the youth group and our entire congregation have an opportunity to put our 
faith into action by standing up and speaking out against this injustice alongside an interfaith gathering of 
people across Texas. 

Here is more information from Bee Moorehead, Executive Director of Texas Impact: “Rally for voting rights at 
the Texas Capitol with Texas Impact and faith communities from across the state! We are delighted that the 
League of Women Voters of Texas and Texas LULAC are partnering with us for this nonpartisan, interfaith 
event. Click here to register now [or visit www.texasimpact.org]. Meet with legislative offices and learn 
strategies to amplify voting rights messages in your local area. We’ll also provide training on Texas’ upcoming 
elections, and what you can do to make sure eligible voters in your community can cast their ballots 
confidently—no matter what happens in the special session. We’re also holding a pre-rally dinner on July 18 
with a panel discussion on The State of America’s Voting Rights Crisis featuring League of Women Voters 
national CEO Virginia Kase Solomón, North Texas United Methodist Bishop Michael McKee, and Friendship 
West Baptist Church Senior Pastor Dr. Frederick D. Haynes, III. Meals will be provided at no charge for those 
who register in advance, including dinner on July 18, and light breakfast and grab-and-go lunch on July 
19. Blocks of rooms are available (self-pay) at two hotels for those planning to stay in Austin on Sunday night. 
See the event registration page for more details.” 

Carpool details from Friends Church are in the works as we get registered and invite others to join us. 
 

FRIENDS BOOK CLUB: Join us for our next quarterly book club meeting on Thursday, July 29 at 6:30pm on 
Zoom. For this month, we will be talking about the book “Braiding Sweetgrass: Indigenous Wisdom, Scientific 
Knowledge, and the Teachings of Plants” by Robin Wall Kimmerer. Kimmerer is a botanist and a member of 
the Potawatomi nation, and this book explores the intersection of traditional ways of knowing and scientific 
approaches. From the publisher: "As a botanist, Robin Wall Kimmerer has been trained to ask questions of 
nature with the tools of science. As a member of the Citizen Potawatomi Nation, she embraces the notion that 
plants and animals are our oldest teachers. In Braiding Sweetgrass, Kimmerer brings these two lenses of 
knowledge together to take us on “a journey that is every bit as mythic as it is scientific, as sacred as it is 
historical, as clever as it is wise” (Elizabeth Gilbert).” All are welcome! 

 



MONDAY NOONDAY CHECK-IN AND PRAYER TIME: Monday’s Noonday Check-in & Prayer Time is officially 
back for the month of July, and the following info is how to access it: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87197280233?pwd=Z0hCWHZOWkxEQkI1b09aWVpBZ2xKdz09 
Meeting ID: 871 9728 0233, Passcode: 081138 
 

SHARE FOOD WITH OUR COMMUNITY ON FRIDAYS, 3 pm: Friends Church and our neighbor church Peace 
Lutheran are working together to feed hungry folks from our community every Friday. Volunteer to lend a 
helping hand by sharing an hour or more of your time between 3:00 and 6:30 pm and let Anne Wehrly at 
awehrly@suddenlink.net know when you’re available to chip-in your time. Come to the Peace Lutheran 
parking lot where the distribution is happening, wear your mask, and prepare to make a tangible difference in 
the lives of those we are serving. Hope to see you there! 
 
PROVIDE FOOD FOR UNHOUSED NEIGHBORS ON SATURDAYS: How it works: Each week, we pack a selection 
of groceries and pick up donations at the food pantry at Peace Lutheran Church, then deliver them on 
Saturday. Anyone is welcome and encouraged to go with us to deliver! The more people who go, the more 
comfortable our friends will be. How you can help: Food can be donated/delivered either to Charity Stokes or 
to Marisa Winking. Contact Charity at charityk.martin@gmail.com or 832-557-0085 for details. Please 
remember that our friends have limited fridge and room space to store food (mini-fridge) and only a 
microwave to heat food. 
 
JOIN SOUL FRIENDS SMALL GROUPS: New small groups have begun, and there is still time to join one. Our 
small groups offer an opportunity for connection, building relationships, and deepening your spiritual growth. 
We currently have four groups available:  

• Women’s Group (for all women-identified persons) 
• Men’s Group (for all men-identified persons) 
• Parent’s Group 
• LGBTQ+ Group 

Contact Pastor Trent (pastortrent@friends-ucc.org) for more information. You can also indicate your interest 
here: bit.ly/soulfriendsgroups. 
 
FRIENDS COVID DECISION METER, YELLOW: With a consistent trajectory of lower positivity rates, less 
hospitalizations, etc. locally, the church’s Decision Meter, which determines our safety measures and 
protocols related to the pandemic, has gone down to yellow, which allows for us to regather in the sanctuary 
and reopen the church office. More information can be found on our website at www.friends-ucc.org., or, if 
you are accessing the online worship guide, click here for more information on how yellow and the other color 
levels affect personal safety protocols, drop-in visitors, staff, etc. 
 

IN-PERSON & VIRTUAL SERVICES AT FRIENDS CHURCH: As we remain vigilant—loving one another and our 
neighbors by adhering to safety protocols—the worship services at Friends Church will be offered in two 
formats from week to week: in-person and livestream. In-person services will be offered in the sanctuary at 
9am & 11am, and the 11am service also will be livestreamed on the Friends Church website, Facebook Live, 
and YouTube. In-person services in the sanctuary depend on the Friends Church Decision Meter being on 
“yellow” or better. Masks are required. 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FRIENDS CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Our Vision: 
Rooted in the way of Christ, we strive to be a community of God’s radical inclusion and extravagant welcome.  

Our Mission: 
United by the example of Jesus, we live faithfully, love limitlessly, and serve boldly.  

 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 
Online at 11:00am  

FRIENDS CHURCH STAFF 
The Rev. Dr. Dan De Leon, Senior Pastor 

pastor@friends-ucc.org 

The Rev. Trent Williams, Associate Pastor 
pastortrent@friends-ucc.org 

Chris Hoffman, Director of Music Ministries 
choir@friends-ucc.org 

Kathy Robbins, Pianist 
pianist@friends-ucc.org 

Kate Rabe, Administrative Assistant 
office@friends-ucc.org 

 

2200 Southwood Drive                                                             Office Hours: 9:00am—1:00pm, M—F 
College Station, Texas 77845                        office@friends-ucc.org 
979-693-7021                             www.friends-ucc.org 


