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WELCOME

We are honored that you have chosen to spend your Sunday morning with us.

Friends Congregational Church is an Open & Affirming congregation of the
United Church of Christ. We welcome all people into the full life and ministry
of our church—people of all ages, races, sexual orientations, gender identities,

and abilities. No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you

are welcome here.



First Sunday in Lent:
Lent is the season of renewal and reflection—a time when we remember that we are only human, broken
yet beloved.

Words in BOLD are yours to speak out loud **You are invited to stand

QUOTE FOR MEDITATION

"The struggle with evil in the world begins with the struggle with evil within ourselves, and
that struggle depends upon self-knowledge: knowing and acknowledging our limitations and
our capacities. Such introspection should take place at all times with us, but Lent is that
particular time in the church year when we pay attention to that process."

-Peter Gomes

SCRIPTURE FOR MEDITATION: DEUTERONOMY 6:16-17, NRSV

Do not put the Lord your God to the test, as you tested him at Massah. You must diligently
keep the commandments of the Lord your God, and his decrees, and his statutes that he has
commanded you.

CHIMING OF THE TRINITY
WORDS OF WELCOME Trent Williams
PRELUDE & LIGHTING OF THE ALTAR CANDLES

**CALL TO WORSHIP Maggie Gartner (9:00)
Tami Dudo (11:00)

One: Welcome, travelers, to the journey of faith.

All:  The faith journey is the best route through the terrain called life.

One: Then come and continue the quest,
Acting out your faith by living life to the fullest.

All:  We will let our spirits soar like eagles;

One: Taking a deep breath,
We will stretch ourselves to the limit like fully inflated balloons,
Colorful, hopeful, ready to sail and to soar,

All:  And to drink in the world’s color, absorbing its light and texture,
Inhaling its fragrance, dancing to its music.

One: This is the way we worship God.



**OPENING HYMN - No. 167 “Forty Days and Forty Night”
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**INVOCATION

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
Children are invited to come forward with their masks on

Maggie Gartner (9:00)
Tami Dudo (11:00)

Brooke Dooley
and sit at the front on a circle

for distancing. Children at home are invited to get closer to their screens. All are invited
to sing a verse of “This Little Light of Mine” to begin the children’s message.

This little light of mine, I’'m gonna let it shine,
This little light of mine, I’'m gonna let it shine,
This little light of mine, I’'m gonna let it shine,
Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine (oh let it shine)!

INVITATION TO CONFESSION

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (responsive)

Trent Williams

Trent Williams

One: Merciful God, what a gentle and healing balm it is to come to you with our secret

thoughts, our sad discouragements, and our noblest drea
listen, to forgive, and to renew us!

ms, and find you here to



All:  We confess our reluctance to understand your will and our hesitancy to act upon
it. We are quick to blame others and slow to accept responsibility for ourselves.
We wish for signs of your power even while we take for granted the beauty and
love with which you have surrounded us.

We desire some guarantee of your favor and, at the same time, shudder to think
about the suffering of the cross and what it portends for us and for our world.
Submerge us in your Spirit and grant us faith to perceive good arising from evil and
to sense your immediate presence within the solitude of endless space. Amen.

SUNG RESPONSE: No. 188 “Give Me a Clean Heart”



