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FIRST TIME AT FRIENDS? If you are a guest with us today, please let us know. Welcome 
cards are located in the chair backs to fill out and leave in the offering plate during today’s offerto-
ry. If you are joining us online for today’s service, you will find an Online Visitor Card at https://
www.friends-ucc.org/your-first-visit. We are so glad you are here, so please let us know if there is 
anything we can do for you.

CHILDCARE: We invite children to participate fully in our community and worship life. Chil-
dren of all ages are welcome in worship or you may choose childcare, offered for ages 1-5 in the 
nursery down the hall through the piano side double doors. We currently have Covid Protocols in 
place, which you can find posted outside the nursery door.

WiFi: To access church WiFi, please use this login information:
WiFi – The Promised LAN Password: stillspeaking

RESTROOMS are located through the double doors on the piano side of the sanctuary. Gender 
assigned restrooms are straight down at the end of the hall, and a gender neutral restroom is to 
the immediate right.

LEADING IN TODAY’S SERVICE: 

Lay Leaders: Cathy Hansen & Jackie Womack
Communion Stewards: Susan Fontaine & Holly Scott
Greeters: Kathy Yeager & Adrian Capetillo

We give God thanks for our volunteers sharing their gifts. To volunteer for a Sunday as a lay lead-
er, communion steward, or greeter, email worship@friends-ucc.org.

COMMUNION ON REQUEST: While the sacrament of communion is observed in worship 
on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month at Friends, communion is available any Sunday on re-
quest. If you would like to receive communion on a 2nd, 4th, or 5th Sunday, please find one of our 
pastors to serve you at the conclusion of the worship service.
 

Welcome to Friends Church!
We are honored that you have chosen to spend your Sunday morning with us. Friends 
Congregational Church is an Open & Affirming congregation of the United Church of 
Christ. We welcome all people into the full life and ministry of our church—people of 
all ages, races, sexual orientations, gender identities, and abilities. No matter who you 

are, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.



Psalm for Meditation: Psalm 25:1-6, NRSV
To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. O my God, in you I trust; do not let me be put to shame; 
do not let my enemies exult over me. Do not let those who wait for you be put to shame; 
let them be ashamed who are wantonly treacherous. Make me to know your ways, O 
Lord; teach me your paths. Lead me in your truth, and teach me, for you are the God of 
my salvation; for you I wait all day long. Be mindful of your mercy, O Lord, and of your 
steadfast love, for they have been from of old. 

Quote for meditation: 
“Hope is a song in a weary throat.”

–Rev. Dr. Pauli Murray

Chiming of the Trinity 

Words of Welcome                           Dan De Leon

Prelude & Lighting of the Altar Candles

*Call to Worship                     Jackie Womack

One: Lenten travelers, when you feel the security of God’s love, the affirmation of God’s  
 call, and are covered in God’s grace...
All: God comes near.
One: When you feel deserted and alone, starving and parched for a caring hand or an  
 encouraging word, troubled and uncertain as the ground under you shifts like   
 sand…
All: God comes near.
One: When you feel emboldened to act, inspired to speak, energized to live as bearers of  
 the good news that the Kingdom of God is here…
All: God comes near.
One: In all seasons of our lives, God comes near to us and does not forsake us.
All: We gather to come near to God whose ever-present love remains near no matter  
 where our journey takes us. Amen.

 

  First Sunday in Lent
  Lent, from the Latin quadragesima, ‘fortieth,’ is a penitential season of preparation for Easter com   
  memorating the 40 days Jesus spent fasting in the desert and enduring temptation before beginning 
  his public ministry. In Western churches, Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, six and a half weeks before 
  Easter, and is marked by fasting, prayer, charity, and self-reflection on our discipleship with Christ.



*Opening Hymn #205 Forty Days and Forty Nights         Tune: Heinlein

*Invocation                                    Jackie Womack

Sacrament of Baptism for Elijah Vasquez
 Welcome and Introduction

 Scripture Readings

 1 Peter 3:18-22 - Thomas Vasquez; Galatians 3:23-28 - Nicholas Vasquez

 Address

 Questions of the Candidate

 Congregational Assent

 One: Jesus Christ calls us to follow him and, in our shared walk of discipleship, to 
 offer one another the gift of grace in baptism. Do you, who witness and celebrate this  
 sacrament, promise your love, support, and care to the one about to be baptized, as he 
 lives and grows in Christ?
 All: We promise our love, support, and care.

 Prayer of Baptism

 Act of Baptism

 *Act of Praise: Song of Praise (Gloria) no. 759

 Glory to the Creator, the Christ, the Holy Spirit, Three in One;
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
 world without end. Amen. Amen.

 Prayer for the Baptized

*Passing of the Peace              Dan De Leon 

 One:    The peace of Christ be with you all.
 Many: And also with you!

Hymn of Response #85 I Woke Up This Morning                     Tune: Woke Up This Morning

Hebrew Scripture Reading         Genesis 9: 8-17 (NRSV)               Jackie Womack

Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, “As for me, I am establishing my cove-
nant with you and your descendants after you, and with every living creature that is with 
you, the birds, the domestic animals, and every animal of the earth with you, as many as 
came out of the ark. I establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh



be cut off by the waters of a flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the 
earth.” 

God said, “This is the sign of the covenant that I make between me and you and every 
living creature that is with you, for all future generations: I have set my bow in the clouds, 
and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and the earth. When I bring clouds over 
the earth and the bow is seen in the clouds, I will remember my covenant that is between 
me and you and every living creature of all flesh; and the waters shall never again become 
a flood to destroy all flesh. When the bow is in the clouds, I will see it and remember the 
everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh that is on the 
earth.” God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant that I have established between 
me and all flesh that is on the earth.”

Choral Anthem: I Want Jesus to Walk with Me - African American spiritual, arranged 
by Christopher Aspaas

I want Jesus to walk with me; I want Jesus to walk with me; all along my pilgrim journey, 
Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me.

In my trials, Lord, walk with me; in my trials, Lord, walk with me, walk with me; when 
my heart is almost breaking, Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me.

I know Jesus will walk with me; I know Jesus will walk with me; all along my pilgrim jour-
ney, Lord, I know Jesus will walk with me. Lord, walk with me. 

Epistle Reading                  1 Peter 3:13-22, NRSV                            Trent Williams

Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? But even if you do suffer for 
doing what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and do not be intimidat-
ed, but in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make your defense to 
anyone who demands from you an accounting for the hope that is in you; yet do it with 
gentleness and reverence. Keep your conscience clear, so that, when you are maligned, 
those who abuse you for your good conduct in Christ may be put to shame. For it is better 
to suffer for doing good, if suffering should be God’s will, than to suffer for doing evil. 

For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to 
bring you to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, in which 
also he went and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, who in former times did 
not obey, when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, 
in which a few, that is, eight persons, were saved through water. 

And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you—not as a removal of dirt from the



body, but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ, who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, 
and powers made subject to him. 

One:  The Word of God for the people of God.
All:  God is still speaking. Thanks be to God!

The Message                         Trent Williams

Moment for Reflection

Invitation to Share                Jackie Womack

Offertory
Secure online giving via Realm Giving at bit.ly/givetofriendsucc

Venmo to 979-307-8860 or @friendsucc

*Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God for all that love has done;
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. Amen.

*Prayer of Dedication              Dan De Leon

Celebration of Holy Communion            Dan De Leon

The Lord’s Prayer                        Dan De Leon

Heavenly Father, Heavenly Mother, holy and blessed is your true name. 
We pray for your reign of peace to come, we pray that your good will be done, 
let heaven and earth become one. 
Give us this day the bread we need, give it to those who have none. 
Let forgiveness flow like a river between us, from each one to each one. 
Lead us to holy innocence beyond the evil of our days—come swiftly Mother, Father, 
come. 
For yours is the power and the glory and the mercy: forever your name is All in One. 
Amen.



Announcements                    Dan De Leon

*Closing Hymn   I Love to Tell the Story                Tune: Hankey



*Benediction                                 Trent Williams

Postlude

Hymns reprinted with permission — One License #A-730489, CCLI #20046014
Instrumental Music:

Prelude:  Forty Days and Forty Nights - Music attributed to Martin Herbst
Offertory: Cornerstone - Jonas Myrin, Reuben Morgan, Eric Liljero, and Edward Mote; arranged 
  by Phillip Keveren 
Communion: What Wondrous Love - Arranged by Vicki Collinsworth
Postlude: I Love to Tell the Story - William G. Fischer, arranged by Mary McDonald

Scriptures for Second Sunday in Lent, February 25, 2024: Psalm 22:23-31; Romans 4:13-25; Mark 8:31-38



GET CONNECTED!  On Fridays we email out a newsletter called “This Week at Friends” that 
shares important information and all of the activities and events going on at Friends. Subscribe by 
contacting office@friends-ucc.org.

INQUIRE + CONNECT CLASS, FEB 18: Are you wanting to learn more about Friends Church? 
Inquire + Connect is for you! Join us after TODAY’s 11:00am service for the Inquire Class with 
lunch provided. At the Inquire Class you will learn about Friends—our history, our community, 
our opportunities for engagement—from church members and one of our pastors. The Inquire 
Class concludes with an invitation to participate in an optional follow-up Connect Class offered 
in the home of a church member. In the Connect Class you will learn more about the vision and 
mission of Friends Church, and how you can “connect” with our various opportunities for nurtur-
ing your spirituality, seeking social justice, and getting more involved in the life of our community 
of faith. For more information and to sign up for Inquire + Connect, email Spiritual Life Chair 
Becky Burks at spirit_develop@friends-ucc.org

LGBTQ+ CRAFT NIGHT, FEB 18: Pride Community Center, Inc is partnering with Friends and 
other LGBTQ+ youth allied organizations in starting of 2024 with a LGBTQ+ Craft Night as part 
of our bimonthly series of activities for youth in 7th through 12th grades. Join us TONIGHT at 
Friends as we have food, entertainment, and crafts done together to get to know each other and 
just have fun. Youth younger than 7th grade are welcome with a parent. Youth safety will be en-
forced. Please register to attend. https://bit.ly/Feb2024CraftNight

LENTEN MORNING MEDITATION, FEB 20: On Tuesdays during Lent, you are invited to the 
Friends Church sanctuary to start your morning with centering meditation. At 7:30am on Tues-
days, Feb. 20, 27, Mar. 5th. 12th, 19th and 26th, we gather for a brief introduction, followed by 
silent meditation, and follow-up conversation as time permits. Start to finish, this lasts between 35 
and 45 minutes, hopefully allowing for those of us with work, school, and other obligations to get 
where we need to be on time. We are excited about this series of morning meditations that will 
bring us together in self- and community-preparation for Easter.

“BROKEN”: REAL LIFE AND REAL FAITH, FEB 20, 6:30pm: On Tuesdays during Lent, we will 
gather in the sanctuary at 6:30pm to watch an episode of the 2017 BBC drama series “Broken” 
and have conversation about how faith and real life intersect. Even if you can’t make every week, 
you are welcome to attend, and can view the episodes you might have missed on Amazon Prime 
or Britbox. Please be advised that the themes can be intense, including suicidal ideation and the 
intersection of race and police violence. This week we will view episode 2. Contact Pastor Trent if 
you have any questions.

WONDERFUL WEDNESDAY WITH WOMEN, FEB 21: Will meet on Wednesday, February 21 at 
Vino Boheme (206 W 26th St, Bryan).

Events This Week

Getting Connected at Friends



LENTEN MIDDAY RECITAL SERIES, FEB 21: Join us for a series of Lenten Midday Recitals, 
featuring the talents of our wonderful musicians of Friends Church! Bring your own lunch for 
fellowship beginning at 11:30 am, and stay for a 20-30 minute program, beginning at 12:00, of 
music selected by our gifted musicians. A variety of music - sacred, musical theatre, classical, and 
pop - will be performed each week. Recital dates include February 21 and 28, and March 6, 13, and 
20. We hope you can take time out from these busy weeks to relax and enjoy great music.

FABULOUS AT ANY AGE LUNCH AND CRAFTS IN DOWNTOWN BRYAN, FEB 23: Fabulous 
at Any Age (and who isn’t????) is lunching and crafting in downtown Bryan on February 23.  We’ll 
meet at 12:30 at Elia Café Tapas Bar (202 S. Bryan Ave) for lunch (on your own) and then move to 
Brazos Glassworks (202 W. 26th St.) to make stained glass suncatchers.  Cost for lesson and sup-
plies is $25).

NEW MEMBER SUNDAY: On February 25, we welcome our newest members into the life of 
Friends Congregational Church. If you are interested in joining Friends Church on New Member 
Sunday, please contact Senior Pastor Dan De Leon (pastor@friends-ucc.org), Executive Pastor 
Trent Williams (pastortrent@friends-ucc.org), or Associate Pastor Brooke Dooley (pastorbrooke@
friends-ucc.org).

PASTOR BROOKE IS AWAY FEBRUARY: Pastor Brooke will be out of the country February 7-29. 
If you have a pastoral need you can reach out to Pastor Trent or Pastor Dan. 

WALL OF GIVING: The youth group will hold a Wall of Giving fundraiser every Sunday in Feb-
ruary (before & after both services) in the fellowship area of the sanctuary. The Wall of Giving is 
a display with 100 envelopes marked with dollar amounts from $1 to $100. Those who wish to 
participate in the fundraiser will select an envelope based on the amount they want to contribute. 
That amount can be paid either with cash, check or via Venmo (to 979.307.8860 or @friendsucc) 
with a note that specifies that the money is for the ‘Youth Mission Trip.’ Inside the envelopes, 
and in exchange for the contribution, the youth are offering ‘I Owe Yous’ (Ex. One postcard from 
the mission trip or one selfie from the mission trip). As always, thank you for your support of our 
youth group!

REALM UPDATES: We have successfully moved all membership and giving data to our new 
directory system in Realm. If you haven’t yet logged in, just reach out to the church office and 
we’ll send you login information. Next week, an automated email will be going out notifying you 
about a privacy setting change. This simply means that the church directory is now accessible 
and viewable by church members and active participants. It is the same setting that was in place 
with Church Office Online, our previous directory. Your information is secure and accessible only 
within the Friends Church database behind a login. For more information, see the Realm user 
guide on the Church Directory page of the church website under the Resources tab or reach out 
to the church office.

Announcements



CROCKETT ELEMENTARY BOOK FAIR: Last year our free Book Fair at Crockett Elementary 
School in Bryan was a great success.  Each child received three books to keep. Even the teachers 
were able to pick two books for themselves. We are doing it again this spring, so it’s time to collect 
books! You can donate books by placing them in the box outside the office, or you can donate gift 
cards or money, and we will buy books with your donations. Contact Jodie Robinson (jocelin-
brune@gmail.com) or Pam Engler (penglertx@gmail.com). Thank you!

VOLUNTEER VOICES NEEDED FOR FRIENDS CHURCH PODCAST: Our new weekly pod-
cast, featuring the messages from Sunday worship services, is introduced by Friends Church 
members giving a brief testimony of what Friends Church means to them. To volunteer to intro-
duce an episode, contact A/V Tech Jeremy Dudo at av@friends-ucc.org.
Be a Greeter and Communion Steward: To help in the 9am and 11am services, please contact 
Worship Committee Chair Ryan Womack: worship@friends-ucc.org.
Serve the Community:  Help out at the Brazos Church Food Pantry, the Friday food distribution 
at Peace Lutheran, or Brazos Interfaith Immigration Network (BIIN) as an English or citizenship 
class tutor. And more! Visit the Friends Church website (Friends-ucc.org)->Get Involved->Volun-
teer or email office@friends-ucc.org for more information or to volunteer.
Youth Group Looking for Extra Help:  We are still looking for volunteers to help with the Youth 
Group events for the new year, including the June Mission Trip.  Contact Pastor Brooke at pastor-
brooke@friend-ucc.org.
Sunday School Teachers Needed:  Are you feeling called to teach our children or youth? Contact 
Pastor Dan for more information: pastor@friends-ucc.org.
Coffee Crew/Kitchen Angel: Do you enjoy having coffee/hot beverages available at Sunday morn-
ing services? Signup via sheet on counter in kitchen, or Sign-up Genius ( link provided in Friday 
church email) or by contacting Fellowship@ friends-ucc.org. Training available by request.
Be a Curbside Steward: Recycling occurs once every two weeks early on Fridays and trash pick-up 
is weekly, early on Mondays. Bins need to be placed at the curb the afternoon or evening before 
the scheduled pick up day and returned to the side of the church after pick-up. Contact Proper-
ty@Friends-ucc.org

LINDA COATS BOOK CLUB, 2/29: JOIN US on February 29, as we discuss the book What Makes 
You Come Alive - A Spiritual Walk with Howard Thurman by Lerita Coleman Brown. We meet at 
6:30pm in the Sanctuary. All are welcome. For questions or more information, contact the Spiri-
tual Life Committee.

FIRST FRIDAY WITH FRIENDS, 3/1: First Friday with Friends is held in conjunction with Down-
town Bryan’s First Friday activities.  We have a meet up at Blackwater Draw and always have a few 
people there for the 5:30-7:30 timeframe.  Some folks stay at Blackwater all evening and others 
stop by on their way to or from dining and playing in downtown Bryan.

Save the Date

Opportunities to Serve and Share



Senior Pastor
The Rev. Dr. Dan De Leon (he, him)

pastor@friends-ucc.org

Executive Pastor
The Rev. Trent Williams (he, him)

pastortrent@friends-ucc.org

Friends Congregational Church 
United Church of Christ

2200 Southwood Drive   College Station, Texas 77845
979-693-7021  office@friends-ucc.org 

www.friends-ucc.org  Office Hours: Monday–Friday, 9:00–3:00

Vision:
Rooted in the way of Christ, we strive to be a community of God’s radical inclusion and 

extravagant welcome. 

Mission:
United by the example of Jesus, we live faithfully, love limitlessly, and serve boldly. 

Director of Music Ministries
Chris Hoffman (he, him)
choir@friends-ucc.org

Associate Pastor to Youth & Young Adults
The Rev. Brooke Dooley (she, her, they, them)

pastorbrooke@friends-ucc.org

Friends Church Staff

Administrative Assistant
Michael Rangel (he, him)
office@friends-ucc.org


