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C O N G R E G AT I O N A L

CHURCH

Balm of Gilead, 2014 (Jerusalem)

September 18, 2022
9:00am & 11:00am

WELCOME
We are honored that you have chosen to spend your Sunday morning with us.
Friends Congregational Church is an Open & Affirming congregation of the
United Church of Christ. We welcome all people into the full life and ministry
of our church—people of all ages, races, sexual orientations, gender identities,
and abilities. No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you
are welcome here.

Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost, Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time:
The season after Pentecost is also considered Ordinary Time. It indicates the parts of the liturgical year that
are not included in the major seasons of the church calendar. Ordinary Time can be understood in terms of
the living out of Christian faith and the meaning of Christ’s resurrection in ordinary life. It may be referred to
as the “green season,” as green is the liturgical color for this period of time in the church year.
Words in BOLD are yours to speak out loud

**You are invited to stand

SCRIPTURE FOR MEDITATION: Psalm 113:5-8 (NRSV)
Who is like the Lord our God, who is seated on high, who looks far down on the heavens and
the earth? He raises the poor from the dust, and lifts the needy from the ash heap, to make
them sit with princes, with the princes of his people.
QUOTE FOR MEDITATION:
“The words of kindness are more healing to a drooping heart than balm or honey.”
Sarah Fielding
CHIMING OF THE TRINITY
WORDS OF WELCOME

Brooke Dooley

PRELUDE & LIGHTING OF THE ALTAR CANDLES
**CALL TO WORSHIP

Kathy Yeager (9:00am)
Fran Duane (11:00am)

One: Creator of the world, eternal God:
All: We have come from many places for a little while.
One: Redeemer of humanity, God-with-us:
All: We have come with all our differences, seeking common ground.
One: Spirit of unity, go-between God:
All: We have come on journeys of our own, to a place where journeys meet.
One: So here, in this shelter house, let us take time together. For when paths cross and
pilgrims gather, there is much to share and celebrate.
All: In your name, three-in-one God, pattern of community. Amen.

**OPENING HYMN – Glory to God #35 – Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty – Tune: Lobe den
Herren

**INVOCATION

Kathy Yeager (9:00am)
Fran Duane (11:00am)

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

Brooke Dooley

Children in the sanctuary are invited to come to the front, and children watching online
are invited to get closer to their screen for the children’s message. All are invited to sing a
verse of “This Little Light of Mine” to begin the children’s message.
This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine,
This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine,
This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine,
Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine (oh let it shine)!
**PASSING OF THE PEACE

Brooke Dooley

One: The peace of Christ be with you all.
All: And also with you!
**HYMN OF RESPONSE: NCH #553 – There Is a Balm in Gilead – Tune: Balm in Gilead
HEBREW SCRIPTUREREADING: Jeremiah 8:18-9:1 (NRSV)

Kathy Yeager (9:00am)
Fran Duane (11:00am)

My joy is gone, grief is upon me, my heart is sick. Hark, the cry of my poor people from far and
wide in the land: “Is the Lord not in Zion? Is her King not in her?” (“Why have they provoked
me to anger with their images, with their foreign idols?”) “The harvest is past, the summer is
ended, and we are not saved.” For the hurt of my poor people I am hurt, I mourn, and dismay
has taken hold of me. Is there no balm in Gilead? Is there no physician there? Why then has
the health of my poor people not been restored?
O that my head were a spring of water, and my eyes a fountain of tears, so that I might weep
day and night for the slain of my poor people!
CHORAL ANTHEM: Refuge – Keith Christopher
I am your refuge, I am your strength. I am your helper in time of trouble; so do not fear, no, do
not fear for I am your God.
And when you pass through the waters, I will be with you. And when you cross o'er the river, I
will be your guide. And when you walk through the fire, you'll not be burned, for I am your
God.
You are my refuge, you are my strength. You are my helper in time of trouble; I will not fear, I
will not fear, for you are my God.

GOSPEL READING: Luke 16:1-13 (CEB)

Trent Williams

Jesus also said to the disciples, “A certain rich man heard that his household manager was
wasting his estate. He called the manager in and said to him, ‘What is this I hear about you?
Give me a report of your administration because you can no longer serve as my manager.’
“The household manager said to himself, What will I do now that my master is firing me as his
manager? I’m not strong enough to dig and too proud to beg. I know what I’ll do so that, when
I am removed from my management position, people will welcome me into their houses.
“One by one, the manager sent for each person who owed his master money. He said to the
first, ‘How much do you owe my master?’ He said, ‘Nine hundred gallons of olive oil.’ The
manager said to him, ‘Take your contract, sit down quickly, and write four hundred fifty
gallons.’ Then the manager said to another, ‘How much do you owe?’ He said, ‘One thousand
bushels of wheat.’ He said, ‘Take your contract and write eight hundred.’
“The master commended the dishonest manager because he acted cleverly. People who
belong to this world are more clever in dealing with their peers than are people who belong to
the light. I tell you, use worldly wealth to make friends for yourselves so that when it’s gone,
you will be welcomed into the eternal homes.
“Whoever is faithful with little is also faithful with much, and the one who is dishonest with
little is also dishonest with much. If you haven’t been faithful with worldly wealth, who will
trust you with true riches? If you haven’t been faithful with someone else’s property, who will
give you your own? No household servant can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one
and love the other, or you will be loyal to the one and have contempt for the other. You
cannot serve God and wealth.”
One: The Word of God for the people of God.
All: God is still speaking! Thanks be to God.
THE MESSAGE

Trent Williams

MOMENT FOR REFLECTION
WHERE I SAW GOD THIS WEEK & INVITATION TO SHARE
Susan Fontaine (9:00am)
Fran Duane (11:00am)
OFFERTORY
Secure online giving via Church Office Giving at bit.ly/givetofriends
Text to give: Text Friends to 979-500-2523
Venmo to 979-446-5746 or @friendsucc

**DOXOLOGY
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
Praise God all creatures here below: alleluia, alleluia!
Praise God the source of all our gifts,
Praise Jesus Christ whose power uplifits,
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit,
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
**PRAYER OF DEDICATION
CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION

Brooke Dooley
Brooke Dooley & Trent Williams

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Brooke Dooley

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those who sin against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.
ANNOUNCEMENTS & INVITATION TO JOIN FRIENDS CHURCH

Trent Williams

**CLOSING HYMN: NCH #595 – Some Glad Morning (I’ll Fly Away) – Tune: I’ll Fly Away
**BENEDICTION

Trent Williams

POSTLUDE
Hymns reprinted with permission — One License #A-730489, CCLI #20046014
Instrumental Music:
Prelude:
Comfort the People – Roger Summers
Offertory:
Prayer for Peace – Colin Curtis
Communion: Bread of the World in Mercy Broken – Louis Borgeois, arranged by Peter Benjamin
Postlude:
To God Be the Glory – William H. Doane, arranged by John Scriveyner
Scriptures for Sept 25: Psalm 32:1-7; 2 Peter 3:1-4, 8-9; Matthew 5:21-26

FIRST TIME AT FRIENDS? If you are a guest with us today, please let us know. Welcome cards
are located in the chair backs to fill out and bring to the baptismal font during today’s
offertory. If you are joining us online for today’s service, you will find an Online Visitor Card at
https://www.friends-ucc.org/your-first-visit. We are so glad you are here, so please let us
know if there is anything we can do for you.

CHILDCARE: We invite children to participate fully in our community and worship life. Children
of all ages are welcome in worship or you may choose childcare, offered for ages 1-5 in the
nursery down the hall through the piano side double doors. We currently have Covid Protocols
in place, which you can find posted outside the nursery door.
WIFI: To access church WiFi, please use this login information,
WiFi – The Promised LAN
Password: stillspeaking
NEW NAME TAGS ARE HERE!: The first batch of our new name tags are available in the
narthex to be picked up; you can still fill out this form: bit.ly/friendsnametags to share with us
how you'd like your name to appear, and we'll get those made as we receive them. You are
also welcome to take your old one if you'd like to hang on to it.
SENIOR PASTOR OFF FOR THE DAY: Pastor Dan is away with family today. If you have any
pastoral needs during that time, please contact Executive Pastor Trent Williams or Pastoral
Intern Brooke Dooley.
SOCIAL JUSTICE CLASS - Sundays 10am: The Social Justice class currently meets in one side of
the double classroom between the two services. This room is located across from the genderassigned restrooms. We are getting ready to choose a new topic for our focus and discussion
for the fall. Join us in August as we decide where to dive in more deeply. Or, better yet, bring
us a book/article/podcast that you’ve wanted to talk about, and let’s have some good
conversation! We hope you consider joining us!
MUSIC MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES: If you have ever wanted to be a part of the Friends Church
Chancel Choir and Handbell Choir, there is no time like the present! The Handbell Choir
rehearses on Monday nights at 7:30, and rings for both services every second Sunday of the
month, as well as for various special services during the year. Basic music reading skills
(particularly with rhythms) are all that are required. We have a beautiful four-octave handbell
set, and a new four-octave handchime set. We are currently only using three octaves, so we
can easily add 4-5 new ringers in order to use all of our bells and chimes. The Chancel Choir
rehearses on Wednesday nights at 7:30 and sings for almost every Sunday of the year, as well
as for special services throughout the year (including the Christmas and Good Friday Cantatas).
The ability to read music is preferred, but not required; however, being able to listen and
match pitch are essential, as a lot of music is learned in a very short period of time. Any
musician from high school grades on up are invited to be a part of these groups. For more
information, please see Chris Hoffman, Director of Music Ministries, or email him at
choir@friends-ucc.org.

FRIENDS CHURCH FOOD DISTRIBUTION: Our youth got us pondering in their youth led
worship service in August "Who is my neighbor?" You have the opportunity to meet and serve
your neighbor every Friday afternoon as a team of Friends-folk hand out produce from the
Brazos Valley Food Bank. If you would like to be a part of this outreach effort, join us for an
hour or two in the parking lot at Peace Lutheran Church this Friday (and every Friday) between
2:30 and 6:00 pm to assist in the distribution. Become part of our very enthusiastic “food
team” and make some new friends. Send questions on how to get involved to Anne
at awehrly@suddenlink.net.
SPECIAL VIEWING OF THE DOCUMENTARY TRACES OF THE TRADE: Please plan to attend this
special viewing of the documentary Traces of the Trade: A Story from the Deep North, hosted
by the Brazos Valley African American Museum and St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church. This Emmy
nominated film follows the DeWolfe family as they discover their ancestors’ history as leading
slave traders in Rhode Island. The event and sharing period are led by a member of the family
portrayed in the film. Friends Church is partnering with St. Andrew’s for this special event held
at The Brazos Center, 3232 Briarcrest Drive, Bryan, 6-9:00PM on September 27th. A free
dinner will be provided by What’s the Deal Barbecue.
All are welcome. Our goal is to become better acquainted with one another and with our
shared history. We will not deny the painful truth of slavery and the slave trade, and we will
also not engage in blame or shame. Free ticket required and seating is limited. To register,
visit www.episcopalhealth.org/events/ and select the Traces of the Trade Tour 2022 Bryan.
For more information, contact Senior Pastor Dan, pastor@friends-ucc.org or Justice &
Missions Committee Chair Martha Newsome, justice-mission@friends-ucc.org. For more
information about Traces of the Trade, visit http://www.tracesofthetrade.org.
MORTGAGE RETIREMENT CAMPAIGN: We have now surpassed $37,000 in gifts, pledges, and
payments toward our mortgage retirement! We expect our balance to be just over $25,000
after the September payment is made. We will be continuing this campaign through the end of
September, although you are still welcome to give towards this initiative beyond that date.
One way to do that is to pledge a monthly gift through the end of year. If you haven't yet had
the opportunity to give towards this initiative, we would welcome your gifts as we look
towards an exciting future of ministry together. Once this remaining debt is retired, we will
have budgeted funds free for new ministries, including funding an Associate Pastor for Youth.
If you have any questions, don't hesitate to reach out to Pastor Trent. Thank you!
FRIENDS CHURCH BOOK CLUB: The Linda Coats Book Club meets on the last Thursday of every
month. This first year, we will be reading banned books. Our September gathering will
be Thursday, September 29th, at 6:30 pm. We will read “Speak” by Laurie Halse Anderson. The
book club will be a hybrid gathering. Look forward to seeing you there!

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO PROVIDE MEALS: Food is both comfort and need. On a regular
basis, members of the Nurture Committee provide nourishment by way of a meal to Friends in
need of comfort and food. If you are called to help with this ministry, email nurture@friendsucc.org . You will be notified when meals are needed and likely provide meals two or three
times a year.
FAMILY PROMISE : Our turn to help families living in the Family Promise Center is coming 2nd7th October 2022! Two single moms each with a little boy currently live in the Center.
Currently Family Promise is asking that we provide a $150 HEB gift card to each mom. We will
not be responsible for buying or preparing food. They are asking for volunteers to spend the
nights and the gift cards. Please consider donating toward the cards or spending a night at the
Center. Questions or Comments? Anne, awehrly@suddenlink.net or Mary,
mhowell61@gmail.com
THE LOST ART OF SCRIPTURE: MORNING MANNA FOR FALL 2022: Join Pastor Trent this
Sunday in the Morning Manna room at the end of the hall on the kitchen side of the sanctuary
at 10:00am as we resume our bible study class. This semester, we're going to be looking at
"The Lost Art of Scripture," a book by religion scholar Karen Armstrong, as the basis for
discovering what these ancient writings might have to say to us today. This is a journey
through the scriptures not only of the Jewish and Christian traditions, but of Islam, China, and
India as well. If you're curious about what other scriptures say, what our own offer us that is
similar and different, and how to be a good citizen in a global world, this is the discussion for
you. All are welcome.
CHILDCARE STAFF UPDATE: Friends Church is seeking an additional individual to work with our
outstanding staff of childcare workers. For further information, please contact Wayne
Hamman: personnel@friends-ucc.org or Trent Williams: pastortrent@friends-ucc.org.
SUNDAY SCHOOL CO-TEACHERS NEEDED FOR GRADES 3-5 & 6-8: We've got an awesome class
at 10am on Sunday mornings for our 3rd, 4th, and 5th graders that is currently being taught by
Amanda and Drew Bowen. While Amanda and Drew are loving teaching those little ones, they
need at least one co-teacher for the class. Additionally, Darrell Nichols and Ana-Luisa OrtizMartinez also need an additional teacher to help guide our 6-8 graders through the exciting
spiritual growth of the intermediate-middle school years. All of our other classes for children
and youth have co-teachers so that no one person (or couple) has to lead their class every
single Sunday without a break. To be good stewards of our time and volunteerism, the
Christian Education Committee is seeking at least one co-teacher to come alongside the
teachers for each of these awesome classes. Interested? Is God nudging you toward this
opportunity to serve? Contact Christian Ed. Chair Robin Miller at christian_ed@friendsucc.org.

FRIENDS CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
Our Vision:
Rooted in the way of Christ, we strive to be a community of God’s radical inclusion and extravagant welcome.
Our Mission:
United by the example of Jesus, we live faithfully, love limitlessly, and serve boldly.
SUNDAY WORSHIP
9:00am In-Person – 11:00am In-Person & Online
FRIENDS CHURCH STAFF
The Rev. Dr. Dan De Leon he/him/his, Senior Pastor
pastor@friends-ucc.org

The Rev. Trent Williams he/him/his, Executive Pastor
pastortrent@friends-ucc.org

Chris Hoffman he/him/his, Director of Music Ministries
choir@friends-ucc.org

Brooke Dooley she/her/they/them, Pastoral Intern
pastoralintern@friends-ucc.org

Michael Rangel he/him/his, Admin. Assistant
office@friends-ucc.org

2200 Southwood Drive
College Station, Texas 77845
979-693-7021

Office Hours: 9:00am 3:00pm, M—F
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www.friends-ucc.org

