
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

Vernd/Protection, Einar Jonsson, 1912-1934 (Iceland) 
 

September 11, 2022 
9:00am & 11:00am  

 

FRIENDS
CONGR EGAT IONA L
C H U R C H

WELCOME 
We are honored that you have chosen to spend your Sunday morning with us. 

Friends Congregational Church is an Open & Affirming congregation of the 
United Church of Christ. We welcome all people into the full life and ministry 

of our church—people of all ages, races, sexual orientations, gender identities, 
and abilities. No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you 

are welcome here. 
 

 

 



 
 

Words in BOLD are yours to speak out loud               **You are invited to stand 

 
SCRIPTURE FOR MEDITATION: Psalm 71:1-6, NRSV 
 
In you, O Lord, I take refuge; let me never be put to shame. In your righteousness deliver me 
and rescue me; incline your ear to me and save me. Be to me a rock of refuge, a strong 
fortress, to save me, for you are my rock and my fortress. Rescue me, O my God, from the 
hand of the wicked, from the grasp of the unjust and cruel. For you, O Lord, are my hope, my 
trust, O Lord, from my youth. Upon you I have leaned from my birth; it was you who took me 
from my mother’s womb. My praise is continually of you.  
 
CHIMING OF THE TRINITY 
 
WORDS OF WELCOME               Trent Williams 
 
PRELUDE & LIGHTING OF THE ALTAR CANDLES 
 
**CALL TO WORSHIP          Megan Yeager (9:00am) 

Brian Blake (11:00am) 
One: Let us rejoice, for morning has dawned. 
 A new day is born, and we are newly alive to enjoy it. 
All: We celebrate the beauty of creation and the wonder of human family. 
 We remember those whose love has shaped our lives 
 and those whose struggles for justice 
 have been unsleeping in spite of opposition. 
One: We gather to worship God, to share prayers and gifts, 
 to pledge ourselves to God’s work in the world. 
All: May God bless us, so that what we do in this time together 
 may be honest, sacred, and filled with hope. 
 
**OPENING HYMN – NCH #609 – Now Is the Time Approaching – Tune: Webb 

 
**INVOCATION (REMEMBERING 9/11)               Megan Yeager (9:00am) 

Brian Blake (11:00am) 
 

Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost, Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time: 
The season after Pentecost is also considered Ordinary Time. It indicates the parts of the liturgical year that 
are not included in the major seasons of the church calendar. Ordinary Time can be understood in terms of 
the living out of Christian faith and the meaning of Christ’s resurrection in ordinary life. It may be referred to 
as the “green season,” as green is the liturgical color for this period of time in the church year. 
 



CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                           Tami Dudo  
 

Children in the sanctuary are invited to come to the front, and children watching online 
are invited to get closer to their screen for the children’s message. All are invited to sing a 

verse of “This Little Light of Mine” to begin the children’s message. 

This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine, 
This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine, 
This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine, 
Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine (oh let it shine)! 

 
MISSION MOMENT   “Music Ministries”                  Chris Hoffman 
 
**PASSING OF THE PEACE                     Brooke Dooley 
 

One: The peace of Christ be with you all. 
 All: And also with you! 
 
**HYMN OF RESPONSE: NCH #283 – Spirit of the Living God – Tune: Iverson 
 
EPISTLE READING: 2 Corinthians 1:8-11 (NRSV)      Megan Yeager (9:00am) 

Brian Blake (11:00am)  
 
We do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters, of the affliction we experienced in 
Asia; for we were so utterly, unbearably crushed that we despaired of life itself. Indeed, we 
felt that we had received the sentence of death so that we would rely not on ourselves but on 
God who raises the dead. He who rescued us from so deadly a peril will continue to rescue us; 
on him we have set our hope that he will rescue us again, as you also join in helping us by your 
prayers, so that many will give thanks on our behalf for the blessing granted us through the 
prayers of many. 
 
HANDBELL ANTHEM: I’m Just a Poor Wayfaring Stranger – American Folk Tune, arranged by 
Tammy Waldrop 
 
GOSPEL READING: Matthew 6:9-13, The Inclusive Bible                             Dan De Leon 
 
“This is how you are to pray: ‘Abba God in heaven, hallowed be your name! May your reign 
come; may your will be done on earth as it is in heaven: give us today the bread of Tomorrow. 
And forgive us our debts, as we hereby forgive those who are indebted to us. Don’t put us to 
the test, but free us from evil.’” 
 
One: The Word of God for the people of God. 



All: God is still speaking! Thanks be to God. 
 
THE MESSAGE     Our Dream Project               Dan De Leon 
 
MOMENT FOR REFLECTION 
 
WHERE I SAW GOD THIS WEEK & INVITATION TO SHARE     Megan Yeager (9:00am) 

Brian Blake (11:00am) 
 
OFFERTORY 
 

Secure online giving via Church Office Giving at bit.ly/givetofriends 
Text to give: Text Friends to 979-500-2523 
Venmo to 979-446-5746 or @friendsucc 

 
**DOXOLOGY 
 
 Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
 Praise God all creatures here below: alleluia, alleluia! 
 Praise God the source of all our gifts, 
 Praise Jesus Christ whose power uplifits, 
 Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit, 
 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 
**PRAYER OF DEDICATION                  Trent Williams 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER                       Trent Williams 
 

This version of The Lord’s Prayer, entitled “The Prayer of Jesus,” is offered by the Benedictine 
Women of Madison from the Holy Wisdom Monastery 

 
Holy One, our only Home, blessed be your name, 
May your day dawn, your will be done, here, as in heaven. 
Feed us today, and forgive us, as we forgive each other. 
Do not forsake us at the test, but deliver us from evil. 
For the glory, the power, and the mercy are yours now and forever. Amen. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS & INVITATION TO JOIN FRIENDS CHURCH                      Brooke Dooley 
 
 
 
 



**CLOSING HYMN: City of God 
 

  
 

 



 
**BENEDICTION                   Dan De Leon 
 
POSTLUDE 
Hymns reprinted with permission — One License #A-730489, CCLI #20046014 
Instrumental Music:  
Prelude:  How Firm a Foundation – American Folk Hymn, arranged by John Purifoy 
Offertory:  Be the Centre – Michael Frye, arranged by Garrett Parker 
Postlude:  Let the Heavens Be Glad – Lani Smith 
Scriptures for Sept 18: Jeremiah 8:18-9:1; Luke 16:1-13 

 
FIRST TIME AT FRIENDS? If you are a guest with us today, please let us know. Welcome cards 
are located in the chair backs to fill out and bring to the baptismal font during today’s 
offertory. If you are joining us online for today’s service, you will find an Online Visitor Card at 
https://www.friends-ucc.org/your-first-visit. We are so glad you are here, so please let us 
know if there is anything we can do for you. 
 
CHILDCARE: We invite children to participate fully in our community and worship life. Children 
of all ages are welcome in worship or you may choose childcare, offered for ages 1-5 in the 
nursery down the hall through the piano side double doors. We currently have Covid Protocols 
in place, which you can find posted outside the nursery door. 
 
WIFI: To access church WiFi, please use this login information, 
 WiFi – The Promised LAN 
 Password: stillspeaking 
 
NEW NAME TAGS ARE HERE!: The first batch of our new name tags are available in the 
narthex to be picked up; you can still fill out this form: bit.ly/friendsnametags to share with us 
how you'd like your name to appear, and we'll get those made as we receive them. You are 
also welcome to take your old one if you'd like to hang on to it.  
 
SOCIAL JUSTICE CLASS - Sundays 10am: The Social Justice class currently meets in one side of 
the double classroom between the two services. This room is located across from the gender-
assigned restrooms. We are getting ready to choose a new topic for our focus and discussion 
for the fall. Join us in August as we decide where to dive in more deeply. Or, better yet, bring 
us a book/article/podcast that you’ve wanted to talk about, and let’s have some good 
conversation! We hope you consider joining us! 
 
MUSIC MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES: If you have ever wanted to be a part of the Friends Church 
Chancel Choir and Handbell Choir, there is no time like the present! The Handbell Choir 
rehearses on Monday nights at 7:30, and rings for both services every second Sunday of the 



month, as well as for various special services during the year. Basic music reading skills 
(particularly with rhythms) are all that are required. We have a beautiful four-octave handbell 
set, and a new four-octave handchime set. We are currently only using three octaves, so we 
can easily add 4-5 new ringers in order to use all of our bells and chimes. The Chancel Choir 
rehearses on Wednesday nights at 7:30 and sings for almost every Sunday of the year, as well 
as for special services throughout the year (including the Christmas and Good Friday Cantatas). 
The ability to read music is preferred, but not required; however, being able to listen and 
match pitch are essential, as a lot of music is learned in a very short period of time. Any 
musician from high school grades on up are invited to be a part of these groups. For more 
information, please see Chris Hoffman, Director of Music Ministries, or email him at 
choir@friends-ucc.org. 
 
FRIENDS CHURCH FOOD DISTRIBUTION: Our youth got us pondering in their youth led 
worship service in August "Who is my neighbor?" You have the opportunity to meet and serve 
your neighbor every Friday afternoon as a team of Friends-folk hand out produce from the 
Brazos Valley Food Bank. If you would like to be a part of this outreach effort, join us for an 
hour or two in the parking lot at Peace Lutheran Church this Friday (and every Friday) between 
2:30 and 6:00 pm to assist in the distribution. Become part of our very enthusiastic “food 
team” and make some new friends. Send questions on how to get involved to Anne 
at  awehrly@suddenlink.net. 
 
SPECIAL VIEWING OF THE DOCUMENTARY TRACES OF THE TRADE: Mark your calendar for a 
special viewing of the documentary Traces of the Trade: A Story from the Deep North, hosted 
by the Brazos Valley African American Museum and St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church. This Emmy 
nominated film follows the DeWolfe family as they discover their ancestors’ history as leading 
slave traders in Rhode Island. The event and sharing period are led by a member of the family 
portrayed in the film. Friends Church is partnering with St. Andrew’s for this special event held 
at the Brazos Center, 6-9:00PM on September 27th.  A free dinner will be provided by What’s 
the Deal Barbecue.  A link to register will be shared soon. For more information, contact Senior 
Pastor Dan, pastor@friends-ucc.org or Justice & Missions Committee Chair Martha 
Newsome, justice-mission@friends-ucc.org. For more information about Traces of the Trade, 
visit http://www.tracesofthetrade.org. 
 
COMMUNION OFFERED AFTER TODAY'S SERVICES: The celebration of holy communion is 
traditionally observed in worship services on the first and third Sundays of the month at 
Friends Church. For those of us coming from church backgrounds where communion is offered 
more frequently, or who are just hungry for the feast of thanksgiving more often than a couple 
of times a month, communion will be offered at the conclusion of worship on second, fourth, 
and fifth Sundays. Anyone who would like to receive communion on those "non-communion" 
Sunday are welcome to meet the minister and anyone else partaking in the sacrament at the 
altar immediately following the postlude. All are welcome. 



 
MORTGAGE RETIREMENT CAMPAIGN: As of this week, we have received almost $37,000 in 
gifts, pledges, and payments toward our mortgage retirement. We expect our balance to be 
around $26,000 after the September payment is made. We will be continuing this campaign 
through the end of September, although you are still welcome to give towards this initiative 
beyond that date. One way to do that is to pledge a monthly gift through the end of year. If 
you haven't yet had the opportunity to give towards this initiative, we would welcome your 
gifts as we look towards an exciting future of ministry together. Once this remaining debt is 
retired, we will have budgeted funds free for new ministries, including funding an Associate 
Pastor for Youth. If you have any questions, don't hesitate to reach out to Pastor Trent. Thank 
you! 
 
FRIENDS CHURCH BOOK CLUB: The Linda Coats Book Club meets on the last Thursday of every 
month. This first year, we will be reading banned books. Our September gathering will 
be Thursday, September 29th, at 6:30 pm. We will read “Speak” by Laurie Halse Anderson. The 
book club will be a hybrid gathering. Look forward to seeing you there! 
 
JOIN US FOR A JOURNEY: Experience an opportunity for spiritual renewal. Read more about it 
and find applications at www.thenewchurch.com/journey. The dates are from Sept 29th to Oct. 
2nd. Contact our pastors, Dan and Trent, or Cathy Hansen for more information. 
 
SEPTEMBER THEOLOGY ON TAP: Due to the Texas A&M LGBTQ+ Pride Center’s Rainbow 
Resource Fair, which Friends Church is participating in, happening on the second Thursday of 
September, Theology on Tap will be pushed back one week to Thursday, September 15, 
5:30pm. Theology on Tap gathers beyond church walls at KinderHill Brew Lab, 800 S. Bryan 
Ave in Bryan, next door to Polite Coffee. We call it “Theology on Tap” because the informal 
discussions revolve around faith and spirituality, bringing our lives more in tune with God’s will 
and way, and the venue has an assortment of great beers on tap. You don’t need to be fond of 
beer to join us, nor do you have to be 21 or older. There are non-alcoholic beverages, minors 
are welcome, as are four-leggeds, and there is a food truck onsite. So, let’s support local 
business and gather for Friends Church’s next Theology on Tap on Thursday, September 15, at 
5:30pm. Cheers and amen! 
 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO PROVIDE MEALS: Food is both comfort and need. On a regular 
basis, members of the Nurture Committee provide nourishment by way of a meal to Friends in 
need of comfort and food. If you are called to help with this ministry, email nurture@friends-
ucc.org . You will be notified when meals are needed and likely provide meals two or three 
times a year. 
 



THE LOST ART OF SCRIPTURE: MORNING MANNA FOR FALL 2022: Join Pastor Trent this 
Sunday in the Morning Manna room at the end of the hall on the kitchen side of the sanctuary 
at 10:00am as we resume our bible study class. This semester, we're going to be looking at 
"The Lost Art of Scripture," a book by religion scholar Karen Armstrong, as the basis for 
discovering what these ancient writings might have to say to us today. This is a journey 
through the scriptures not only of the Jewish and Christian traditions, but of Islam, China, and 
India as well. If you're curious about what other scriptures say, what our own offer us that is 
similar and different, and how to be a good citizen in a global world, this is the discussion for 
you. All are welcome. 
 
CHILDCARE STAFF UPDATE: Friends Church is seeking an additional individual to work with our 
outstanding staff of childcare workers. For further information, please contact Wayne 
Hamman: personnel@friends-ucc.org or Trent Williams: pastortrent@friends-ucc.org. 
 
LGBTQ+ YOUTH SOCIAL TODAY: Pride Community Center and Friends Congregational Church 
invite LGBTQ+ youth and allies between the ages of 12 and 18 to a Fall Social at Friends 
Congregational Church from 5-7 pm. The free social will feature video games, outdoor and 
indoor games, and refreshments in an all-inclusive and welcoming atmosphere. This is an 
opportunity for LGBTQ+ youth and allies to reconnect with old friends, meet new friends, and 
build community. For questions or additional information, please call or email Pride 
Community Center at 979-217-1324 or info@pridecc.org. 
 
 
  



  



  



FRIENDS CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Our Vision: 
Rooted in the way of Christ, we strive to be a community of God’s radical inclusion and extravagant welcome.  

Our Mission: 
United by the example of Jesus, we live faithfully, love limitlessly, and serve boldly.  

 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 
9:00am In-Person – 11:00am In-Person & Online  

FRIENDS CHURCH STAFF 
The Rev. Dr. Dan De Leon he/him/his, Senior Pastor 

pastor@friends-ucc.org 

The Rev. Trent Williams he/him/his, Executive Pastor 
pastortrent@friends-ucc.org 

Chris Hoffman he/him/his, Director of Music Ministries 
choir@friends-ucc.org 

Brooke Dooley she/her/they/them, Pastoral Intern 
pastoralintern@friends-ucc.org 

Michael Rangel he/him/his, Admin. Assistant 
office@friends-ucc.org 

 

2200 Southwood Drive                                           Office Hours: 9:00am—3:00pm, M—F 
College Station, Texas 77845                                office@friends-ucc.org 
979-693-7021                                                  www.friends-ucc.org 

 

 

 


