FRIENDS CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

®

Second Sunday of Easter
April 07, 2024 An Open & Affirming
9:00am Congregation

PSALM FOR MEDITATION: Psalm 133, NRSV

How very good and pleasant it is when kindred live together in unity! It is like the pre-
cious oil on the head, running down upon the beard, on the beard of Aaron, running
down over the collar of his robes. It is like the dew of Hermon, which falls on the moun-
tains of Zion. For there the Lord ordained his blessing, life forevermore.

CHIMING OF THE TRINITY
WORDS OF WELCOME Kyle Riley

PRELUDE & LIGHTING OF THE ALTAR CANDLES

“*CALL TO WORSHIP Dinah Anderson

One: This is a new day.

All: The day of the risen Christ!

One: Christ lives in our hearts and in our world.

All: Christ lives. Let us love our neighbors!

One: Christ lives. Let us share God’s abundance.

All: Christ lives. Let us care for God’s creation!

One: Christ lives. Let us rejoice!

All: Christ lives. Let us worship God! Alleluia! Thanks be to God.

*OPENING HYMN - #257 Alleluia! Gracious Jesus! Tune: Hyfrydol



*INVOCATION Dinah Anderson

*PASSING OF THE PEACE Kyle Riley

One: The peace of Christ be with you all.
Many: And also with you.

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION Trent Williams

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE Kyle Riley

Children in the sanctuary are invited to come to the front. All are invited to sing a verse of NCH #524 “This Little
Light of Mine” to begin the children’s message.

This little light of mine, I'm gonna let it shine,

This little light of mine, I'm gonna let it shine,

This little light of mine, I'm gonna let it shine,
Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.

READING FROM THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES Acts 1:1-14 (NRSV)
Trent Williams

In the first book, Theophilus, 1 wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the begin-
ning until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the
Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. After his suffering he presented himself
alive to them by many convincing proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speak-
ing about the kingdom of God. While staying with them, he ordered them not to leave
Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of the Father. “This,” he said, “is what you
have heard from me; for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy
Spirit not many days from now.”

So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when you will
restore the kingdom to Israel?” He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods
that the Father has set by his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy
Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Sa-
maria, and to the ends of the earth.” When he had said this, as they were watching, he was
lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. While he was going and they were gaz-
ing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. They said, “Men
of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken



Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem,

a sabbath day’s journey away. When they had entered the city, they went to the room
upstairs where they were staying, Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and
Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and
Judas son of James. All these were constantly devoting themselves to prayer, together with
certain women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers.

One: The Word of God for the people of God.
All:  God is still speaking. Thanks be to God!

THE MESSAGE Trent Williams

SILENT REFLECTION & MEDITATION

One chime calls us into silence, and two chimes call us out of silence.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & LIGHTING OF CANDLES FOR INTERCESSIONS
Kyle Riley

INVITATION TO SHARE Dinah Anderson

OFFERTORY

Secure online giving via Church Office Giving at bit.ly/givetofriends
Venmo to 979-307-8860 or @friendsucc

*DOXOLOGY

Praise God from whom all blessings flow,

Praise God all creatures here below: alleluia, alleluia!
Praise God the source of all our gifts,

Praise Jesus Christ whose power uplifits,

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit,

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!



“PRAYER OF DEDICATION Trent Williams

All: God of life, take these gifts and multiply them, wherever there is need of hope and
new life. We offer them as a witness to your love that makes our joy complete! Amen.

CELEBRATION OF HoLY COMMUNION Trent Williams, Kyle Riley

THE LORD’S PRAYER Kyle Riley

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our sins as we forgive our those who sin against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.



*CLOSING HYMN - Thine Is the Glory

Tune: Judas Maccabeus
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“*BENEDICTION Trent Williams

POSTLUDE

Hymns reprinted with permission — One License #A-730489, CCLI #20046014
Instrumental Music:

Prelude: All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name - Oliver Holden
Offretory: Look, Ye Saints, the Sight Is Glorious - William Owen
Communion:  Alleluia! Sing to Jesus - Rowland Hugh Prichard
Postlude: Crown Him with Many Crowns - George Job Elvey

Scriptures for Third Sunday of Easter, April 14, 2024: Romans 12:3-8; Acts 3:1-10

GETTING CONNECTED AT FRIENDS

GET CONNECTED! On Fridays we email out a newsletter called “This Week at Friends” that
shares important information and all of the activities and events going on at Friends. Subscribe by
contacting office@friends-ucc.org.

EVENTS THIS WEEK

FABULOUS AT ANY AGE “SOLAR ECLIPSE PARTY AND POTLUCK?”, APRIL 8: On April

8, a total solar eclipse will cross North America passing over FRIENDS CONGREGATIONAL
CHURCH! Don’t miss out on this experience! Bring your favorite potluck dish to the church at
noonand join your friends for this AMAZING event! Solar glasses will be provided.

WONDERFUL WEDNESDAY WITH WOMEN, APRIL 10: Wonderful Wednesday with Women
will meet at the Rooftop Bar at the Hilton on 8o1 University Dr. E from 5:00 - 7:00pm.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

CHURCH DIRECTORY PICTURES: Get your picture taken for the church directory! To make
our directory as usable as possible, we want to be sure your photo is included. Throughout the
month of April, we are offering an opportunity for you to have your picture taken by our AV team
for our online church directory, Realm. We will also assist you in downloading the app to your
phone if you would like. Just stay after the 11:00 service and we’ll get you set up.

SABBATICAL FOR SENIOR PASTOR, APRIL 1 - JULY 15: Pastor Dan began his three-and-a-half-
month sabbatical. As a congregation, we can support Pastor Dan during this sabbatical by praying
for his well-being and continuing to engage with and support the ministries of Friends Church,
while eagerly anticipating the wisdom and inspiration he’ll bring back to us. With hope, this in-
tentional season of rest will bear fruit for years to come.




OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE AND SHARE

CROCKETT ELEMENTARY BOOK FAIR: Last year our free Book Fair at Crockett Elementary
School in Bryan was a great success. Each child received three books to keep. Even the teachers
were able to pick two books for themselves. We are doing it again this spring, so it’s time to collect
books! You can donate books by placing them in the box outside the office, or you can donate gift
cards or money, and we will buy books with your donations. If you have questions, please contact
Jodie Robinson (jocelinbrune@gmail.com) or Pam Engler (penglertx@gmail.com). Thank you!

SUPPORT OUR PODCAST: The “Friends Congregational Church Sermons” podcast is getting
downloads across the country and even overseas! Each episode, featuring a sermon and intro-
duced by a different church member, is an evangelism and outreach tool for all of us at Friends.
Support the podcast by sharing it widely. So far the record number of downloads for an episode is
69. With your help we can hit at least 100 every week! You can also support the podcast by lending
your voice to it. Contact A/V Tech Jeremy Dudo to record the intro for an episode: av@friends-
ucc.org.

Be a Greeter and Communion Steward: To help in the gam and 11am services, please contact
Worship Committee Chair Ryan Womack: worship@friends-ucc.org.

Youth Group Looking for Extra Help: We are still looking for volunteers to help with the Youth
Group events for the new year, including the June Mission Trip. Contact Pastor Brooke at pastor-
brooke@friend-ucc.org.

Sunday School Teachers Needed: Are you feeling called to teach our children or youth? Contact
Pastor Dan for more information: pastor@friends-ucc.org.

Coffee Crew/Kitchen Angel: Do you enjoy having coffee/hot beverages available at Sunday morn-
ing services? Signup via sheet on counter in kitchen, or Sign-up Genius ( link provided in Friday
church email) or by contacting Fellowship@ friends-ucc.org. Training available by request.

Be a Curbside Steward: Recycling occurs once every two weeks early on Fridays and trash pick-up
is weekly, early on Mondays. Bins need to be placed at the curb the afternoon or evening before
the scheduled pick up day and returned to the side of the church after pick-up. Contact Proper-
ty@Friends-ucc.org

Serve the Community: Help out at the Brazos Church Food Pantry, the Friday food distribution
at Peace Lutheran, or Brazos Interfaith Immigration Network (BIIN) as an English or citizenship
class tutor. And more! Visit the Friends Church website (Friends-ucc.org)» Get Involved » Volun-
teer or email office@friends-ucc.org for more information or to volunteer.

SAVE THE DATE

PERIOD CARE PRODUCT DRIVE FOR BRAZOS CHURCH PANTRY, APRIL 5-21: Friends’
quarterly Period Care Product Drive STARTS on Sunday, April 5th, and ends on April 21st. Friends
UCC will again be collecting period care products for distribution at Brazos Church Pantry. Small-
er packages for individual distribution are preferred, with an emphasis on pads and tampons. You
can drop them in the collection bins in the narthex or by the office. NO TIME TO SHOP??? Visit
our Wish list online at https://amzn.to/3U2kmt] or you can find the QR code on the donation
bins. For more information, email Pam Engler at penglertx@gmail.com. Thank you!



LGBTQ+ YOUTH MINI GOLF AT BIG SHOTS, APRIL 14: Pride Community Center would like
to invite LGBTQ+ youth and allies to miniature golf at Big Shots Golf for an evening of fun and
socializing. Participants will need to register in advance so as to help us in budgeting who to cov-
er. Parents are welcome. Youth younger than 7th grade are welcome with a guardian. Participants
must sign up here: https://bit.ly/PCCYouthMiniGolf. Contact Katy Stewart info@pridecc.org for
more information

GENDER AFFIRMING SUPPORT GROUP, APRIL 15: Gender Affirming Support Group that nor-
mally meets on the second Monday of the month will be meeting on April 15th for this month due
to scheduling conflicts (and the big eclipse). See you Monday, April 15th at 6pm in the educational
classroom.

THEOLOGY ON TAP, APRIL 18: After April, our gracious hosts at the KinderHill Brewlab are
moving to a new spot. Theology on Tap on April 18 will be our last chance to gather at their
current location, 800 S. Bryan Ave in Bryan. While we await an official reopening date at the new
digs, T.o.T. will take a break. So, join us at 6pm on Apr. 18 for a farewell T.0.T. at a setting that has
provided us with hospitable space for good conversations and great fellowship for the last two
years. We call it “Theology on Tap” because the informal discussions revolve around faith and
spirituality, bringing our lives more in tune with God’s will and way, and the venue has an assort-
ment of great beers on tap. You don’t need to be fond of beer to join us, nor do you have to be 21
or older. There are non-alcoholic beverages, minors are welcome, as are four-leggeds, and there is
a food truck onsite.

Friends Church Staff
Senior Pastor Director of Music Ministries
The Rev. Dr. Dan De Leon (he, him) Chris Hoffman (he, him)
pastor@friends-ucc.org choir@friends-ucc.org
Executive Pastor Associate Pastor to Youth & Young Adults
The Rev. Trent Williams (he, him) The Rev. Brooke Dooley (she, her, they, them)
pastortrent@friends-ucc.org pastorbrooke@friends-ucc.org

Administrative Assistant
Michael Rangel (he, him)
office@friends-ucc.org

2200 Southwood Drive College Station, Texas 77845
979-693-7021 . office@friends-ucc.org
www.friends-ucc.org . Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 9:00-3:00
Pastor Dan’s weekday off is Friday. Pastor Trent’s weekday off is Monday.



