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PASTOR’S REPORT 
Rev. Dr. Dan De Leon, Pastor 
 
 
In July of last year, the newly elected and ongoing leadership of Friends Church met for dinner 
and fellowship at the home of Rhoda Bertsch.  In a setting of gracious hospitality, the group of 
some 20 servant leaders reflected on the year behind us, and discussed a vision for the future. 
 
In recent months, the United Church of Christ had unveiled an evangelism initiative called “Be 
the Church.”  (The first time I recall seeing this was on a banner stretched over the narthex 
outside the National UCC’s Amistad Chapel in Cleveland in January of 2015 when I was 
attending the biannual meeting of the General Synod’s Nominating Committee.)  The “Be the 
Church” message comes with a few instructions: 
Protect the environment. 
Care for the poor. 
Forgive often. 
Reject racism. 
Embrace diversity. 
Fight for the powerless. 
Share earthly and spiritual resources. 
Enjoy this life. 
Love God. 
The servant leaders of Friends Church enthusiastically determined that we would devote the 
2015-16 congregational year and beyond to living out those instructions through our various 
committees and teams (e.g., the Sustainability Team, the Criminal Justice/Mass Incarceration 
Task Force, the Faith Inclusion and Disabilities Awareness Team).  The “Be the Church” 
message resonated deeply with our own understanding that “the church is not the building, it is 
the people,” and the specifics of that message sound like today’s articulations of Christ’s new 
commandment: “As I have loved you, so you must love one another.” 
 
Pulling a few highlights from my “Pastor’s Reports to Church Council,” this report shares some 
of the many ways that the pastorate has served in carrying forward our shared vision to “Be 
the Church” over the last 12 months: 
 Youth Mission Trip to East Dallas with Reach Beyond Mission, July 5-11 
 Iftar dinner with more than ten people in the home of a friend and fellow Dialog Institute of 

the Southwest Board Member, July 14 
 Sandra Bland Prayer Vigil at Prairie View A&M, July 19 
 Attended 9th anniversary celebration of Rev. Kimmie Daily being Pastor of Christ Holy 

Missionary Baptist Church, July 26 
 Friends Church volunteer day at Brazos Church Pantry, Aug. 1 
 Profit share for Family Promise at Boneheads, Aug. 6 
 Signed “A Letter in Solidarity with the Sandra Bland Prayer Vigil Participants in Waller 

County” made available to clergy only by the Gulf Coast Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of America: http://bishopmike.com/2015/08/17/a-letter-in-solidarity-with-the-sandra-
bland-vigil-participants-in-waller-county/ 

 Held vigil outside Waller County Jail with UMC and Presbyterian clergy from Austin in 
honor of and seeking justice for Sandra Bland 

 Participated #BlackTransLiberationTuesday by following and contributing to scheduled 
Twitter chat for #TransLiberation and #BlackTransLivesMatter with photo that stated: “I 
commit to preaching and teaching God’s love and to denouncing transphobic hostility 
because I love and support #BlackTransWomen.  I invite my clergy peers to join this 
pledge with me.”  

http://bishopmike.com/2015/08/17/a-letter-in-solidarity-with-the-sandra-bland-vigil-participants-in-waller-county/
http://bishopmike.com/2015/08/17/a-letter-in-solidarity-with-the-sandra-bland-vigil-participants-in-waller-county/
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PASTOR’S REPORT (cont.) 

 Aug. 27: United Campus Ministry’s Congregational Cookout & Presbyterian Popsicles 
event in Academic Plaza on TAMU campus 

 Sept. 10: GLBT Resource Center’s Rainbow Resource Fair in Koldus on TAMU campus 
 Sept. 11: Offered talk on “God’s Love” at meeting of Blinn Allies at Bryan campus 
 Sept. 22: Visit to Waller County Jail to hold vigil for Sandra Bland 
 Sept. 24: Meeting w/UCC Disaster Ministries Coordinator & SCC ICM in Austin 
 Oct. 1: Clerical lunch celebrating Jewish holiday of Sukkot at Texas A&M Hillel 
 Oct. 8: Treehouse Lutherans “Dinner Church” event.  Spoke on panel on the topic of voca-

tion: “How we understand our jobs as a call from God.” 
 Oct. 13: Facilitated “Eat, Seek, and Be Merry” gathering of UCM, Treehouse Lutherans, 

and Canterbury Episcopalian Students at Blackwater Draw by presenting and doing Q&A 
on the topic of “Jesus and Justice.” 

 Oct. 15: Spoke on interfaith panel for TAMU Multicultural Services “CommUnity Conversa-
tions” event titled, “Reaching Across Religious Differences” 

 Oct. 18: Served as Clergy Liaison for the CROP Hunger Walk 
 Oct. 20: Faith Advisory Network Breakfast, Grant Education Center, St. Joseph’s Hospital 
 Oct. 21: BIIN Profit Share, Boneheads 
 Oct. 23: Going away reception for church member 
 Oct. 27: Keynote address and music leadership at “Here” Ceremony, coordinated by Colle-

giate Chapter of Brazos Valley NAACP, Rudder Plaza, TAMU 
 Oct. 28: Transgender Day of Remembrance Planning Meeting, Bizzell Hall, TAMU 
 Nov. 1: Pastoral Installation Service for Rev. Dr. Kyle Walker, Faith Presbyterian Church, 

Austin 
 Nov. 7: Speaking at Memorial Service for Rev. Don Searles, FBC, Austin 
 Nov. 12: Speaking at Memorial Service for Karen Rima, Cook-Walden Funeral Home, Aus-

tin 
 Nov. 19: Keynote for Transgender Day of Remembrance, Rudder, TAMU 
 Nov. 20: Interview with Eagle reporter for front page story re: collaborative clergy letter to 

Governor Abbott advocating for welcoming Syrian refugees 
 Dec. 3: On camera interview with KBTX re: clergy letter to Governor Abbott advocating for 

welcoming Syrian refugees 
 Dec. 10: Going away reception for TAMU’s GLBT Resource Center Coordinator Sidney 

Gardner at Bizzell Hall West on campus 
 Attended and led worship at Church Retreat to Slumber Falls Camp, May 6-8 
 Prepared and preached collaborative sermon for Mental Health Sunday with Dr. Aishia 

Brown for Pentecost, May 15 
 Contributed monthly (3rd Saturday) clergy columns to “Faith & Values” section of The Eagle 
 Provided counseling, prepared ceremony, and served as officiant for 11 weddings 
 Planned (study, message, music, Power Point, room set-up) and led majority of Midweek 

Faith Formation Services, September 2015 – January 2016 and April – June 2016, at 
Friends Church 

 Co-planned and co-facilitated series of three Inquiry Classes in October and a one-day In-
quiry Class retreat in April for frequent guests interested in learning more about and poten-
tially joining Friends Church 

 Alongside Spiritual Development Chair Linda Fitzwater, planned and occasionally facilitat-
ed monthly Theology on Tap gatherings at Perrine Winery 

 Pastoral care visits to church members in hospitals and rehabilitation facilities 
 Pastoral care appointments at various locations (coffee houses and restaurants) through-

out College Station and Bryan with mostly non-church-members 
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PASTOR’S REPORT (cont.) 

From January 17 to April 17, I was on sabbatical leave from the church after another five years 
of serving the pastorate.  For a summary of how I spent those three months away from our 
congregation, see “Addendum A” at the end of this report. 
 
In addition to serving the pastorate of Friends Church, I have served as President of the South 
Central Conference Board of Directors since June of last year.  I prepared and presided over 
quarterly business meetings of the BOD in Houston and our annual retreat at Slumber Falls 
Camp in New Braunfels in September.  I also prepared and presided over plenary sessions at 
the Annual Meeting of our Conference, June 3-4, in Houston.  My term will conclude at Annual 
Meeting, June 2017, in Dallas.  For more information about the role and responsibilities of the 
SCC President, see the “Addendum B” at the end of this report.  
 
In closing, I want to express my immeasurable gratitude to my Friends Church family for the 
support and love you’ve shown not only to me, but to my family, as well, these last 12 months.  
From the “Deca-Dan” celebration of ten years of our ministry together at Friends Church to my 
sabbatical leave earlier this year, our congregation has consistently shown to each other and 
certainly to my family and me that the Pastor and his or her vocational responsibilities cannot 
be separated from the health and wellbeing of his or her family.  Stacy, Mac, Ruthie and I are 
so blessed to be a part of the Friends Church family, and we look forward to what the future 
holds for all of us in the name of Christ. 
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PASTOR’S REPORT (cont.) 

Addendum A: Pastor’s Column in the June e-newsletter of Friends Church 
 

Dear Church Family, 
 
Here’s an overdue, incomplete summary of my three-month sabbatical, January 17 to April 17, 
2016: I drove to Birmingham, Alabama, where I attended 16th Street Baptist Church, visited the 
Civil Rights Institute, and mourned the death of David Bowie; drove to Charleston, South Caro-
lina, where I attended Wednesday night Bible study and Sunday morning worship at Mother 
Emanuel AME Church, met with the Pastor of Circular United Church of Christ, and watched 
the Super Bowl in a sports bar filled with shocked Carolina Panthers fans; drove to The Colo-
ny, Texas, where Ruthie and I cheered on her big brother competing in his first TAGS (Texas 
Age Group Swimming) meet (Stacy was in Michigan for a conference), and where we three 
visited Cathedral of Hope, Dallas, for the worship service, during which Mac leaned over to me 
and said that the Pastor and Associate Pastor doing the announcements together sounded like 
sportscasters; traveled to Mexico with Stacy and the kids, where we visited the Universal Cen-
tro de Lengua y Comunicación Social (where I took a Spanish for Ministry course during my 
previous sabbatical), caught a the bumpiest bus ever to the village of Amatlán, where the chil-
dren watched in horror as their father gobbled chapulines (toasted grasshoppers) out of a pa-
per bag, and zipped over to Mexico City, where we went to the Basilica on Domingo de las Pal-
mas (Palm Sunday); and drove out to Louisiana,  where I met with the Pastor of Teche United 
Church of Christ in New Iberia, surveyed property that belongs to the South Central Confer-
ence in Houma, and visited with the Pastors of Central St. Matthew UCC, Little Farms UCC, 
and St. Paul’s UCC in New Orleans, before driving back through Houston, where I met up with 
an old friend from our days at Southwest Baptist Youth Camp so we could go see the band 
Drive By Truckers and chat with their drummer outside their tour bus after the show.  Oh, and I 
read 13 books, watched 13 movies, listened to 20 albums, attended worship services at 13 dif-
ferent churches, checked 0 emails, played upright bass at a music venue called the ABGB in 
Austin for Cash Bash (a Johnny Cash hoot night), did a juice cleanse (never again), taught my 
kids how to ride bikes, volunteered on my daughter’s school trip to the museum in Waco, 
swam a lot, and had a writing project (and the sabbatical itself) cut short by mounting responsi-
bilities with my role as President of the South Central Conference Board of Directors. 
 
Being back at the pastoral helm this last month-and-a-half has been a true blessing.  Words 
cannot convey my sincere joy at witnessing our congregation not just surviving but continuing 
to thrive and move forward in its mission of seeking a deeper spirituality and transforming 
God’s world one act of love at a time even while the Pastor was away on sabbatical.  I’m grate-
ful to Rev. Katherine Doehring, our United Campus Ministry Pastor, for serving as Acting Pas-
tor for our congregation in my absence, and to our church for giving her the support she need-
ed to serve in that capacity with diligence, integrity, and impeccable care.  Had it not been for 
the cooperative effort of Administrative Assistant Kim Beasley, Director of Music Ministries 
Chris Hoffman, Church Council Moderator Mark Thomas, Licensed Lay Minister Ana Deter, our 
church leaders and committee chairs, Sunday School teachers, contributing writers for the Mid-
week Messages, and various volunteers who kept our church vibrantly alive for those three 
months, I would not have been able to “let go” and treat the sabbatical with the reverence it 
deserved.  It’s one thing for a church to offer its minister a sabbatical, a common and important 
practice in church life; it’s another thing for a church to pull together and treat the minister’s 
time away as something more than down time until that minister returns.  I share this hindsight 
perspective so that we all might realize all the more how truly blessed we are to be worshiping, 
serving, learning and growing together at Friends Congregational Church. 
 
With Thanksgiving, 
 
Pastor Dan 
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PASTOR’S REPORT (cont.) 

Addendum B: SCC Board President’s Annual Report to the Conference 
 

Submitted by Rev. Dr. Dan De Leon 
 
One could never have predicted the kind of year it has been serving as President of the South 
Central Conference Board of Directors (BOD). 
 
At the conclusion of last year’s Annual Meeting in New Orleans, the BOD hit the ground run-
ning by officially extending the call of Interim Conference Minister (ICM) to then North Texas 
Association Minister Anna Humble.  Rev. Humble soon accepted the call and began training 
with outgoing Conference Minister (CM) Douglas Anders. 
 
Meanwhile, I began addressing matters that had been left hanging after the sudden resigna-
tion of Rev. Anders seized the Board’s attention.  Searching for an ICM and assembling a 
Search Committee for a permanent CM—among other suddenly time sensitive issues—
became top priority for the fall of 2014 and spring of 2015.  With a few new members to the 
BOD and an ICM-in-training, I worked toward securing a facilitator for sensitivity training and a 
strategic planning process to get us on good footing moving forward. 
 
At the September BOD retreat, Rev. Ray Jordan, Associate Pastor for Central Congregational 
Church, UCC, Dallas, led a sensitivity training that helped us to better see, appreciate, and talk 
about matters of diversity with an emphasis on race, but also pertaining to gender and gender 
identity, sexual orientation, age, and disabilities.  It was an eye-opening, relationship-building 
process for the BOD, and I was pleased and proud for our leadership to have done it together. 
 
Later at the retreat, Robby Humble, spouse of ICM Anna Humble, led us through a condensed 
strategic planning process; condensed, because in Robby’s professional life facilitating such 
processes, it takes an average of three days to conduct it.  What struck me most was when 
our BOD divided into two groups: the “cry in your beer” group and the “pop the champagne” 
group.  It was the task of the “cry in your beer” group to come up with a list of reasons for why 
the Conference hypothetically failed ten years from now, while the “pop the champagne” group 
listed reasons for our success a decade down the road.   
 
The “failure” list was what one might expect: we sold off our resources and withheld mission 
giving to stay alive, we acted out of alarm and fear, we shied away from change, etc.  The 
“success” list offered epiphanies and some good challenges: we advertised/marketed the con-
ference; we focused on relationships and not numbers; we made optimal use of technology – 
in fact, we were leaders in utilizing technology among mainline Christianity; we relied on the 
Holy Spirit to guide and inform our search-and-call and nominating processes;  we declared a 
mission and lived it.  That last one in particular—we declared a mission and lived it—
resonated deeply with our BOD in the ensuing months. 
 
In the fall, ICM Anna Humble and the BOD addressed administrative matters, communication 
concerns, and personnel issues.  I fielded more SCC-related emails and phone calls during 
that time than I did from my own congregation, and logged additional hours of communication, 
administration, and travel related to the SCC amounting to almost another fulltime job.  After a 
particularly challenging quarterly business meeting in November, the BOD determined that the 
SCC was in need of systemic reassessment and a purposeful time of establishing and 
reestablishing relationships throughout our large Conference that stretches geographically, 
culturally, and theologically across a broader distance than any Conference in the entire Unit-
ed Church of Christ.   
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As I told the BOD via a conference call two days after that business meeting (which we had to 
have in order to complete the business from that day’s agenda that was unfinished because  
we ran out of time), “We cannot simply proceed with a ‘business as usual’ mentality.”  I sug-
gested that the BOD commit to a business-free retreat in January 2016 that would focus on 
establishing a BOD covenant, assessing the mission of the SCC, and deepening a sense of 
trustworthiness in order to further exemplify that to our wider Conference.  As Simon Sinek 
writes, “A team is not a group of people that works together.  A team is a group of people who 
trust each other.”  Thankfully, the BOD enthusiastically agreed to this idea, and nearly every 
member of the Board was able to make it to the January retreat. 
 
After BOD Member John Will found a place for us to meet on short notice in a relatively equi-
distant, affordable location, ICM Anna Humble prepared our agenda, and I planned our hospi-
tality, ice breakers, and worship gatherings.  In two days, the BOD came up with a Covenant 
(which we now voice to begin our business meetings) that stresses our shared commitment to 
Spirit-guided discernment, inclusiveness, patience, and courage in all things.  ICM Anna Hum-
ble then facilitated an intentional mission assessment process of articulating the identity and 
hopes of the SCC.  This collaborative effort helped us reflect on the many ways in which our 
Conference creatively and compassionately lives out the Gospel of Christ, and it enabled us to 
form a Mission Statement that might carry us into the next ten years leading up to popping the 
champagne!  (The BOD will share this Mission Statement with each Association in the coming 
months in hopes of adopting it as a Conference in the future.) 
 
At the conclusion of the January retreat, I began a three-month sabbatical granted to me by 
Friends Congregational Church upon serving as Pastor there for ten years.  However, after the 
sudden and unfortunate resignation of ICM Anna Humble and the pressures that led to her 
stepping down, I felt that I could not take leave from my responsibilities as Board President.  
While on vacation with my family in Cuernavaca, Mexico, I received a text message from 
Board VP Phil Burnett about a conference call with a potential Designated Conference Minister 
(DCM) candidate to be conducted later that day.  You haven’t experienced the schizophrenic 
complexities of being a clergy person/Board President until you’ve been on a conference call 
while sitting in the passenger seat of a taxi cab in 5 o’clock traffic in Mexico City. 
 
The ensuing weeks found me on conference calls with our Executive Committee, in communi-
cation with our UCC General Minister and President John Dorhauer, in conversation with our 
DCM candidate, and researching call agreements and budgets of other Conferences of similar 
geographic size and membership number to ours.  One of the stipulations of the DCM candi-
date was that the search for a permanent CM be put on hold for the first 11 months of his ten-
ure in order that the tasks set immediately before him not be hindered by a distracted Confer-
ence-in-search.  In accordance with the particular calling set forth by the BOD, the DCM’s 
work will be entirely about the systemic reassessment of and the establishment and reestab-
lishment of relationships throughout our Conference in order that we might reach a level of sta-
bility, health, and trust that will usher in a dynamic decade of ministry in and through the 
SCC—a Conference fully prepared for the leadership of a permanent CM. 
 
For the last week of my sabbatical, I drove to Louisiana, where I had the good fortune of visit-
ing with Rev. Paul Godfrey, Pastor of Teche UCC in New Iberia.  (See the recap that appeared 
in the SCC e-newsletter: https://sccucc.org/scc-stories-teche-ucc-new-iberia-la-pastor-paul-
godfrey/.) 

 

https://sccucc.org/scc-stories-teche-ucc-new-iberia-la-pastor-paul-godfrey/
https://sccucc.org/scc-stories-teche-ucc-new-iberia-la-pastor-paul-godfrey/
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From New Iberia I ventured to Houma, LA, where I met with Board Member Greg Johnson to 
survey land donated by the SCC in 1996 to a congregation with the stipulation that so long as 
they hold worship on that site and/or conduct charitable endeavors there, the land would not 
revert back to the donor.  The BOD is currently in negotiations with that congregation, as they 
have since moved offsite and engaged in a contract with another congregation wishing to buy 
the property on which a church building was erected.  I have had various email and phone con-
versations with a lawyer in Louisiana helping our Conference with this matter free of charge 
(thus far).  We are inching closer to a solution that will hopefully benefit the SCC. 
 
From Houma I traveled to New Orleans, where I was able to visit with Rev. Phil Brockett at 
Central St. Matthew UCC, Rev. Susan LaSalle at Little Farms UCC, and Rev. Andrew Green-
haw at St. Paul’s UCC.  At each of these stops I got to know the incredible ministries that are 
happening in and through our New Orleans Associations churches.  I also made it a point to 
encourage the New Orleans Association clergy to attend Annual Meeting in Houston in June. 
 
At the April 16th BOD meeting, DCM candidate flew in from Arizona to address the Board, 
share his vision for our Conference, and field questions.  Impressed and encouraged by Rev. 
Dr. Donald (“Dr. Don”) Longbottom’s wealth of ministerial experience, his enthusiasm to serve 
our Conference, and his particular skill set, the BOD extended the call to Dr. Don to serve as 
our DCM.  He happily accepted.  However, he would not officially begin his ministry with us 
until June 1st. 
 
The month of April brought a terrible storm to the Houston area.  Without a CM at the helm for 
pastoral care and outreach, I contacted churches in the Houston Association to assess the 
damage, and to determine whether and how our Conference could help.  Working with Pastor 
Jeffrey Willey of Christ United Church of Cypress, UCC Disaster Response Minister Zach 
Wolgemuth, and Treasurer Ann Stockert, I got news to the Conference on how to financially 
support Christ UCC after their building was flooded, and I secured a representative from Na-
tional UCC Disaster Response to visit Christ UCC and other Houston Association churches for 
further assistance and guidance. 
 
In April and May, Administrative Assistant Pam Mayo and I discovered several areas where 
the CM was usually the overseer.  For example, in one of our many phone conversations pre-
paring for Annual Meeting, I asked Pam who was usually in charge of creating the plenary ses-
sions and all of the business therein.  “Douglas used to do all of this,” she said.  (Here I want to 
point out how fortunate the SCC is to have Pam Mayo in our Conference office keeping things 
impeccably afloat, especially during this time of transition.)  Combing previous Annual Meeting 
agendas, consulting our Executive Committee, and reaching out to various leaders throughout 
our Conference, I put together the plenary sessions for Annual Meeting (albeit at the eleventh 
hour). 
 
Additionally, the Nominating Committee was overlooked in the absence of a CM.  Their task 
was to form a slate of 21 nominees to fill vacancies of servant leadership on the Executive 
Committee, the BOD, the Personnel Committee, Camp Council, and General Synod Delegates 
and Alternate Delegates.  Studying the UCC and SCC Bylaws and serving the Nominating 
Committee in an advisory capacity as their coordinator, I worked with the Nom Com to fill all 21 
vacancies in anticipation of Annual Meeting. 
 
This report may seem exhaustive, but it is fractional.  Over the course of this past year, I have 
discovered that when we, as a Conference, are at our best—when we rise to our best selves—
we can truly do all things through our bond of Christ who strengthens us.  I have learned that  

 



10 

PASTOR’S REPORT (cont.) 

 
we had a diligent, workhorse of a minister in Rev. Douglas Anders, but that he was doing en-
tirely too much, and that much of what he oversaw easily falls through the cracks when we are 
without a CM.  I have experienced that this position of Board President is a lonely gig in many 
ways, but that it is also—at the end of the day and despite its scattered busyness—a blessing 
unlike any I’ve ever known.  
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NOMINATING COMMITTEE REPORT  
Bart Taylor, Nominating Committee Chair 
 
 
It was a pleasure to work with Anne Wehrley, Kelly Wellman, Katie Higgins, Dan De Leon (ex 
officio) and Mark Thomas on the Even Year Nominating Committee.  We are very thankful to 
everyone who considered serving, to those who contributed to the nomination process, and to 
each individual who accepted a leadership position. 
 
The officers below serve two-year terms, with the exception of the Youth Representative, who 
serve a one-year term.  Our nominated church leaders are as follows: 
 
Deputy Moderator of Trustees: Kate Kiernat 
Treasurer: 
Personnel Chair: Debbie Ridgeway 
Stewardship Chair: Anne Wehrly 
Justice and Missions Chair: Cecelia Hawkins 
Worship Chair: Anne Nichols 
Evangelism Chair: Carlos Figueroa 
Nurture Chair: Jenny Bollom 
Congregational Representative: Eli Vasquez 
Pastoral Relations: David Manuel 
Youth Representative (1 year term): Elizabeth Tag 
 
The positions to be filled next year by the outgoing Congregational Representative and 
Nominating Committee are: 
 
Vice Moderator 
Deputy Moderator of Programs 
Church Council Secretary 
Property Chair 
Financial Secretary 
Spiritual Development Chair 
Christian Education Chair 
Fellowship Chairs 
Congregational Representatives 
Pastoral Relations 
Youth Representative (1 year term): 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Bart Taylor, on behalf of the Even Year Nominating Committee (Anne Wehrly, Kelly Wellman, 
Katie Higgins, Dan Deleon and Mark Thomas) 
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MUSIC MINISTRIES REPORT  
Chris Hoffman, Director of Music Ministries 

 
This year marks a personal milestone for me: this year I celebrate my ten-year anniversary of 
serving at Friends Congregational Church.  Ten years…where has the time gone?   
 
As I sit back and reflect upon this past year, I can’t help but think about how much has 
changed within the Music Ministry at Friends, and how much has changed at Friends in 
general during these past TEN years.  We have been blessed with so much growth and 
expansion, but we have been able to stay true to who we are: a church that is a social justice 
church, one that celebrates diversity and inclusiveness.  I believe that our Music Ministry has 
also grown in diversity, creating multiple opportunities to include as many people as possible, 
allowing them to share their musical offerings in a comfortable and welcoming environment.  
When I started serving at Friends back in 2006, I only had one group to work with – the Choir.  
Ten years later, that group is still going strong – stronger than ever – and we have been able 
to add other musical ensembles and experiences with increasing frequency. 
 
The Music Ministry at Friends Church has experienced a multitude of blessings during the 
2015-2016 year.  This has been a year full of celebrations and special events, and the 
musicians of our church have been going full-steam to enhance the worship experience for all 
in attendance.  
 
The Chancel Choir continues to ebb and flow with various levels of participation from a wide 
variety of folks with diverse experiences. This has led to further exploration into various 
musical styles – singers and congregation members alike got to experience pieces that make 
some feel very comfortable, while some pieces exposed others to new ways of worshipping 
through music. From gospel to classical, a cappella pieces to pieces with instrumental 
ensemble accompaniments, each Sunday offered something new for those who came to 
worship with us.  A partial listing of highlights include: 
 
1) an exciting and dramatic Mark Hayes original composition, “Refuge and Strength;” 
 
2) an Advent anthem entitled “A Gaelic Rose,” which brought a Celtic twist to the carol “Lo, 
How a Rose E’re Blooming,” and even had a flute obbligato line, performed by frequent guest 
Jessica Borski Owens; 
 
3) an arrangement of “Gather Us In,” a tune familiar to many “former Catholics” (and has a 
special nostalgic connotation for me), and one that offers words of inclusiveness; 
 
4) a beautiful arrangement of “Wondrous Love” that utilized our “organ” (our Kawai electric 
piano), and our very own Nancy Bertsch on cello; 
 
5) a catchy Palm Sunday anthem, “Hosanna!  Hosanna!” by Joseph Martin, featuring Jeremy 
Dudo on percussion (including the head-turning vibraslap), and frequent guest Nicole Cherry 
on violin; 
 
6) an “Easter Hymn of Praise” that used the hymn tune “Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken” 
and had the Chancel Choir perform with our handbell choir, organ, and piano; 
 
7) Ralph Manuel’s sublime a cappella setting of “Alleluia;”  
 
8) a majestic anthem entitled “The Music of Living” by Dan Forrest, which showed off the 
talents of our very talented pianist, Kathy Robbins; 
 
9) a fun, festive, and dance-like Trinity Sunday anthem entitled “Santo,” which featured Jeremy 
Dudo, Sean Dudo, and Phillip Guillen on percussion; and 
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10) John Rutter’s anthem “This Is The Day,” originally composed for the Royal Wedding, and 
beautifully sung by the voices of our Chancel Choir. 
 
This year‘s Christmas Cantata brought a wonderful collaboration of our Chancel Choir and 
Handbell Choir.  On December 10, 2015, Friends Church experienced Joseph Martin’s “A 
Celebration of Carols.”  This work was modeled after the traditional Lessons and Carols 
service, where several biblical passages depicting the Christmas story were read in-between 
carols and carol medleys.  A few years ago, we presented a Christmas Cantata that combined 
choir and bells, but this was when we were borrowing bells from Peace Lutheran Church.  
When the church called for their bells back, we had a period of time where such a 
collaboration could not happen.  However, when we were able to purchase our own four-
octave set of handbells in the Spring of 2015, we were finally able to add them back into the 
Christmas Cantata celebrations.  But we didn’t stop there!  We also added the Children’s 
Choir, A Joyful Noise, and they lifted their beautiful voices in song, singing Bethlehem 
lullabies.  Ruthie De Leon also blessed the congregation with her angelic voice, beginning the 
evening with “Once in Royal David’s City,” accompanied only by the handbells.  Lastly, this 
Cantata allowed moments of congregational singing.  There were several moments where the 
entire sanctuary was filled with glorious music from everyone present.  It was an incredible 
evening of uplifting music that provided goose bumps, happy tears, and joyful acclamations.   
Such a wonderful way to celebrate the Christmas season! 
 
The Good Friday Cantata was another Masterwork that once again provided a chance to try a 
different format for a service. This year we went big and had musical worship with Mozart’s 
“Requiem on March 25.  This piece was, without a doubt, the biggest undertaking our talented 
Choir has ever done.  Sung entirely in Latin, with translations in the bulletin, this funeral mass 
was a perfect accompaniment to the Good Friday story, even taking the listeners to thoughts 
of what the disciples might have felt at the time of Jesus’ death.  We pulled four phenomenal 
soloists from the Choir as well: Cathy Hansen, soprano; Nancy Bertsch, alto; Matt Hoffman, 
tenor; and Jess Wade, bass.  These singers were a fabulous quartet, and if you didn’t know 
them, you would swear we hired professional soloists to come in to sing.  Since this year’s 
Good Friday service was my tenth at Friends, I wanted to make the evening even more 
memorable, so I also brought in a sixteen-piece orchestra.  The Marian Anderson String 
Quartet, frequent guest artists at Friends, formed our string core.  In addition to that, we had a 
double bass, organ, two clarinets, two bassoons, two trumpets, three trombones, and timpani 
(this was also the first time the church has seen timpani within its walls).  It was another very 
moving evening.  The music was sublime, powerful, and majestic.  Special thanks also goes 
out to Rev. Katherine Doehring, our interim pastor, for working diligently with me to craft a 
wonderful Good Friday service around this Masterwork.  Her expertise allowed the service to 
flow and connect in a very poignant way – from the quote for meditation, to prayers, an 
opening hymn, and the Good Friday scripture, which led to the start of the “Requiem.” 
 
Easter, March 27, was a fabulous celebration of life and joy, and featured many big musical 
moments. As the sanctuary was transformed from Good Friday black to Easter white, an 
Easter Introit was performed by our now-one-year-old Handbell Choir, accompanied by organ.  
The Choral Anthem also combined handbells, piano, organ, and choir.  Congregational Hymns 
also included trumpet descants.  The sanctuary was filled with glorious music.  
 
 
 

MUSIC MINISTRIES REPORT (cont.) 
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The Chancel Choir had other occasions this year in which their musical leadership was called 
upon.  They performed once again for the Children’s Pageant on December 13.  This is anoth-
er yearly tradition that Friends Church folk hold near and dear to their hearts.  To mix things up 
a bit, the choir was also joined by woodwind instruments, percussion, and handbells.  The 
Choir also got to share their vocal gifts during wedding ceremonies held at the church.  Need-
less to say, this group of hard-working individuals had many opportunities to share their time 
and talents with our congregation.   
 
If you or anybody you know is interested in being a part of the Chancel Choir, I can be reached 
at choffman.81@gmail.com.    This group rehearses on Wednesday evenings, from 7:30-9:00 
pm, occasionally going a bit longer than that during busy seasons (such as Advent/Christmas 
and Lent/Holy Week/Easter).  While reading music is a plus, it is certainly not a requirement.  
The only requirement is the love of singing in ensembles.  And hopefully you learn a thing a 
two about reading music – an added bonus for those of us who like to be lifelong learners.    
 
Our Children’s Choir, A Joyful Noise, provided special anthems during Children’s Sabbath 
Sunday and other Sundays.  Special thanks go out to Tami Dudo for helping me prepare A 
Joyful Noise for the various Sundays that they have sung this year, as well as for their part in 
the Christmas Cantata. Another word of thanks goes to Pastor Dan for assisting with guitar 
accompaniment when the musical need arose.  It is always a pleasure working with such an 
enthusiastic group of singers. The kids continue to charm the congregation with their various 
musical offerings.  As the year progressed, not only did the children charm the congregation, 
but actually developed their musical and vocal skills.  Children are wonderful sponges of infor-
mation, and this shows as this group continues to grow and evolve year to year. 
 
A Joyful Noise is open to any child who loves to sing.  We do not rehearse every week; rather, 
when there is an assigned Joyful Noise Sunday, we begin rehearsing about four weeks ahead 
of that Sunday, in order for the kids to be well-prepared.  Rehearsals are on Sunday mornings, 
at 9:15 am, and never last longer than 30 minutes.  For more information, please visit with me 
or Tami Dudo. 
 
Instrumentally, the church has also continued to grow.  These various instrumental gifts that 
we have been blessed to hear have been wonderful additions to the Worship Services. It is 
also great to see so many of our youth stepping up and providing musical leadership. We have 
a LOT of talent with our youth! They will continue to provide their musical offerings 
(instrumental and vocal) during the summer. I am thrilled that we are able to include them in 
worship music – you don’t just have to be in the “adult” choir in order to provide special music 
for services, nor do you need to just do A Joyful Noise if you are a child.  We have seen vari-
ous kids chime the Trinity to begin each Sunday Worship service, and have had adults and 
kids alike share their musical gifts through their instruments of choice, such as: piano, voice, 
violin, percussion, marimba, saxophone, flute, bassoon, and clarinet…to name a few! 
 
Additionally, our Handbell Choir has been doing amazing things since being created in the 
Spring of 2015!  For those who are new to our church, here is a brief history lesson: we have 
never officially owned bells, but several years ago there was a spiritual/musical need for a 
handbell ensemble, so we started borrowing bells from the home-school community, and then 
later from Peace Lutheran Church, in order to create a handbell choir.  However, after a short 
period of time, Peace Lutheran wanted their bells back, and I didn’t have access to the home-
school bell set any longer, so we were without bells.  This created a huge void in our musical 
worship life.  After a miraculously short fundraising period, we were able to purchase a beauti-
ful four-octave set.  Due to the number of bells we were able to purchase, we were able to 
invite more people to ring.   

MUSIC MINISTRIES REPORT (cont.) 
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The Handbell Choir rehearses on Monday evenings, from 7:30-9:00 pm.  Occasionally, the 
rehearsals move to Sunday evenings, and this only happens when I am directing music for 
The Theatre Company’s productions.  Handbells ring for Sunday services once a month, and 
are called upon for special services along the way (Christmas, Easter, etc.).  The interest in 
this ensemble is high enough, where if a few more people join, we could split into two ensem-
bles.  We could do youth and adult handbell choirs, or do beginner and advanced choirs.  It will 
be exciting to see what happens, so if you have any questions, please contact me.  If you have 
never rung before, it is so much fun!  You get a bell assignment, and when you see your bells 
appear in the music, you ring.  Pastor Dan likes to equate this to “Guitar Hero” coordination, 
and it basically is, but you do get to think about and learn rhythmic notation as well.      
 
Finally, a special word of thanks goes out to our wonderful new pianist, Kathy Robbins.  After 
two years (TWO YEARS!!!) of me doing double-duty, directing and playing piano, we have fi-
nally found a pianist that plays beautifully, bringing her own background and style to our musi-
cal melting pot.  I especially appreciate her modulations that she does right before the last 
verse of certain hymns.  When you hear that happen, just look over at me: I get ridiculously 
happy at hearing the key changes!  I am also happy that she doesn’t shy away from any diffi-
cult music I present her with.  She is a blessing indeed.  If you have not met her yet, or talked 
with her, you should!  She and her husband Bill are wonderful people!     
 
As I mentioned before, this June I am blessed and honored to get to celebrate my tenth year of 
directing musical activities at Friends Church.  I am amazed at how quickly the time has flown 
during these past years.  So what is next?  What does the future hold for the Music Ministry at 
Friends?  I do have a few ideas: 
 
1) I would like to create an additional vocal ensemble to sing for selected Sunday services.  
For our youth who feel like they are too old for A Joyful Noise, yet don’t feel comfortable sing-
ing in the adult choir, I am in the process of forming a Youth Choir for our junior high and high 
school singers who want to be able to do some ensemble singing at Friends.  The rehearsal 
day and time is still yet to be determined, but this group should hopefully debut this Fall.  I had 
aspirations for launching this group in the Fall of 2015, but that unfortunately did not happen.  
Hopefully we can make this a reality in the Fall of 2016.   
 
2) Our youngest children are always excited to see the handbells, but are too young to be in 
that ensemble.  I would love to start a Children’s Handbell Choir.  There are “baby bells” that 
are made of metal and are in rainbow colors.  These are inexpensive, and you can find them in 
music catalogues, as well as in some craft stores.  The music the kids would read is color cod-
ed – you hold up big sheets of music with simple tunes (things like “Jesus Loves Me,” etc.), 
and when the child sees their color on the staff, they ring their bell.  It is an easy and fun way 
to introduce basic musical skills.   
 
3) With the growing number of instrumentalists we have at Friends, another dream would be to 
develop our own Friends Church Chamber Orchestra.  The combination of instruments would 
change depending on availability for any given Sunday, but having the chance to use all of our 
own musicians to accompany the choir or congregational hymns on special Sundays would be 
an incredible experience.  This dream might be a little further on down the road, but the wheels 
are spinning, and interest seems to be growing. 

MUSIC MINISTRIES REPORT (cont.) 
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While being the Director of Music Ministries at Friends Church is technically a job, it is a bless-
ing to be able to have a job that is a love and hobby of mine.  Sometimes this doesn’t even feel 
like work.  I have the church family to thank for that!  This is truly a calling that I cherish.  I 
thank God for all of our blessings through music that we have been given, and look forward to 
exploring how we can all worship through music in this upcoming year.  If you are interested in 
being a part of our strong commitment to musical excellence, please contact me and I can get 
you plugged in.  There are many ways to get you involved with musical worship participation - 
some activities that we currently do, and some yet to be explored.  God loves it when we all 
make joyful noises, and I do too!  Here is to the next ten years of musical worship at Friends!  

MUSIC MINISTRIES REPORT (cont.) 
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CHURCH RECORDS  
 

 
Membership  
 
 259 Active Members 
   21 Members not active 
         57 Out of town members 

 337 Members as of June 12, 2016 

 
 
New Members   2013-14 2014-15        2015-16 
          32      27      41 
 
 
Sacraments and Rites 
 
 3     Infant/child Baptisms 
 2      Adult Baptisms 
 8     Marriages/Holy Unions at Friends Church 
 
 
 
Average Attendance  2013-14 2014-15 2015-16 
Sunday Worship      112         122         129 
Wednesday Worship       14                 13       13 
 
 
Attendance at Special Services 
 
                                                      2013-14 2014-15       2015-16 

  Ash Wednesday      64       75            13 

  Maundy Thursday      29       16                 23 

  Good Friday       74                 80      157 

  Easter Early Service     66       69       55 

  Easter Worship    181     202     200 

  Christmas Eve     131     150         137 
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CHURCH COUNCIL REPORT 
Mark Thomas, Moderator 
 
Amidst the blur of this past church year, there have been a number of significant milestones 
in the life of Friends Congregational Church.  Last September, we celebrated the “DecaDan,” 
the 10th Anniversary of Rev. Dr. Dan De Leon serving as our pastor.  In January, our 
congregation approved a budget including a ¾ time position for an Associate Pastor, and the 
Associate Pastor Search Committee has been diligently working for a number of months 
now.  From mid-January to mid-April, Dan took his sabbatical, and the Rev. Katherine 
Doehring served ably as our Acting Pastor in Dan’s absence.  In February, our congregation 
took a prophetic step out in faith and voted to prohibit handguns from our buildings.  And just 
this month, we celebrated the “Hoffman Hootenanny,” the 10th Anniversary of Chris Hoffman 
serving as our Director of Music Ministries. 
 
The church year was almost bookended by these big celebrations, and what pure joy it is to 
have Dan and Chris continue to inspire us with their creativity, passion, and loving service.  I 
give thanks for our entire staff, including our Administrative Assistant, Kim Beasley, our 
Pianist, Kathy Robbins, and our childcare workers, Morgan Leopold and Elizabeth Tag. 
 
It has been a year of significant growth with the continued addition of a number of new 
members.  But over the past year, there have also been a particularly great number of good-
byes.  Whether it is members and friends moving to other cities and states, or the more 
jarring losses of death, it has been a bittersweet year. 
 
Yet, as the Apostle Paul reminds us in his letter to the Romans, nothing—not even death—
can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus.  The theme for the “DecaDan” 
celebrations was taken from our church’s statement of its mission, “to transform our world, 
one act of love at a time.”  How many transformative acts of love has Dan inspired in word 
and by deed over the past year, and even more over the last ten years?  How many ways 
have our hearts been touched in lyric and music, with Chris at the helm?  How much love 
has been made manifest through the daily work of our entire staff, even including our 
cleaning service, much of it performed with the quiet of an empty sanctuary, hidden from 
view? 
 
How can I adequately thank all who serve and give to this church in such a myriad of ways?  
I have been blessed to serve alongside a creative and dedicated Church Council.  Our 
Licensed Lay Minister shares so much with us.  Committee chairs, committee members, 
servant leaders that have given of their time for years and years, one-time volunteers, and 
those who grace us with the simple and profound gift of their presence—all have provided so 
much.  Thanks be to God. 
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TRUSTEES REPORT 
Jennie Adams,  Deputy Moderator 
 
 

Stewardship Committee: 
We were again a Five for Five church, collecting all four special offerings (Neighbors in 
Need, the Christmas Fund, One Great Hour of Sharing, and Strengthen the Church) and 
including Our Church's Wider Mission in the budget.  
 
The Stewardship campaign at the end of 2015 had a major glitch. The pretty envelopes from 
the UCC had a line of text right where the post office printed a bar code for mass mailing. 
(We didn't ask for this: the post office did it on their own.) Apparently, the text interfered with 
the bar code, with the result that many of the stewardship letters were greatly delayed and 
didn't arrive until after Stewardship Sunday. We managed, of course, but many people had 
to pledge without having been inspired by my deathless prose. All in all, the campaign was a 
success, and we were able to include a part time associate pastor in the budget.  The 
envelopes from the UCC for next year don't seem to have this problem, so I'll go ahead and 
order supplies for the campaign from them. 
One issue which stewardship and the budget committee had to deal with was the fact that 
many people who give regularly and substantially don't actually pledge. This has been going 
on for years (and is not confined to our church: this is a widespread phenomenon) with the 
result that we've been taking in quite a bit more money that we've budgeted for. This is not a 
terrible thing, but it does lead us to inefficient use of our funds. This year we made an 
estimate of the offerings we expect based on a modest prediction of growth, along with 
pledges received. We have sufficient reserves so that if our prediction is seriously flawed, we 
won't be in trouble and we can adjust our approach for next year. 
 
Submitted by Tom Vogel - Chairperson 
 
Personnel Committee: 
The Personnel Committee had a fairly busy year. 
 
We had a rather quick turn-over of childcare workers this year. Thank you Morgan Leopold 
and Elizabeth Tag for all the work you do.  The next Personnel Chair will be hiring a third 
worker to make your jobs a little easier.  I also owe a big  “thank you” to Anne Nichols for 
keeping track of our childcare calendar. 
 
A huge spot was filled, after two years.  In November, we hired Kathy Robbins as our new 
pianist!  She continues to do a wonderful job each Sunday! 
 
In September, annual evaluations were done for Kim Beasley, the childcare workers, and 
Chris Hoffman.  Thank you to everyone that helped out with that process. 
 
Finally, thanks to all of the wonderful volunteers that have helped out with childcare this year.  
It would not have been possible to have a safe place for our children without your help. 
 
Submitted by Diane Simpson – Chairperson 
 
Property Committee: 
As in all churches, property issues are never ending.  Some are mundane, everyday issues 
and others a little more involved.  In addition to trimming branches, adding a deadbolt to the 
outside door in the preschool room, repairing the Narthex door closing mechanism, and other 
miscellaneous ongoing property issues, we also took care of the following: 
 
Repaired a major water leak on both the City and the church's sides of the property, 
necessitating a new water meter. 
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Reprogrammed of the sprinkler system to prevent over watering during the heavy rains and 
winter timeframe when grass isn't growing as quickly. 
 
Repaired the upper window tinting on the front of the building that was damaged due to 
improper re-installation following remodeling.  We will be pursuing reimbursement from the 
contractor. 
 
Had a roof leak over the kitchen area repaired. 
 
 Hole in closet ceiling - While inspecting our AC system, a worker stepped through the ceiling 
in the closet behind the kitchen, creating a large hole.  The company sent someone to repair 
the damage and while there, he also repaired the strip of taping hanging down in the kitchen 
from the previous roof leak. 
 
Posted signs banning open and concealed weapons at the front entrances to the church. 
 
Construction of a wheelchair-ready ramp in the sanctuary leading to the altar area is under 
way.  Thank you to Pam Engler and the Accessibility Team for facilitating this issue. 
 
The Memorial Fountain.  There have been more issues throughout this year than in the past, 
most stemming from children playing in and around the fountain, at times resulting in more 
tiles surrounding it coming off.  We are researching another type of tile that will better fit the 
structure. 
 
Rental of the building also falls under the Property Committee and we have hosted quite a 
number of special events over the past year.  Should anyone wish to rent the facility for an 
event, all information can be found on the church Website.   
 
Thank you to Curt York, Glenn Thurman, Jennie Adams, Mark Thomas, fountain cleaning 
faithful, Men's Fellowship and everyone else who has helped maintain our property this past 
year. 
  
Submitted by Sally Manthei - Chairperson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I have been privileged to work with these fine folks during the past two years of my time on 
Church Council.  They have made my job infinitely easier.  Thanks to all of you! 
 
Jennie Adams 
Out-Going Deputy Moderator of Trustees 

TRUSTEES REPORT (cont.) 
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PROGRAMS REPORT 
Jess Wade, Deputy Moderator 
  
Programs Areas:  Christian Education, Evangelism, Fellowship, Justice and Mission, 
Nurture, Spiritual Growth and Development, Worship 
 
I always knew we were an active congregation, but I never truly appreciated just how active 
until becoming Deputy Moderator of Programs.  In addition to coordinating the many facets 
included under this category, I am also in charge of keeping the church calendar up to date.  
For a “programs driven” congregation, I think it is amazing just how involved our people are, 
especially for the size of our congregation.  It takes many dedicated volunteers to make this 
possible and a number of extremely dedicated leaders to make these opportunities a reality.   
 
While it may seem to some that our space is only used for a few hours on Sunday, the truth 
is that it stays busy for much of the week.  Every week there are Sunday School classes, 
Sunday morning worship services, Wednesday worship services, choir and handbell 
rehearsals, Living the Questions meetings, Morning Meditation group meetings, UCM meals 
and meetings, and daily office hours from 9:00-1:00.  Alternate weeks the Girl Scouts meet 
here and the Mass Incarceration group has meetings.  Monthly there are FAA outings, 
Theology on Tap, Church Council meetings, Programs meetings, Food Pantry participation, 
and various committee meetings.  There is also the use of our space for Family Promise, 
weddings, memorial services, recitals, community organization special presentations, 
special/seasonal worship services, youth projects and fund raising events, and Men’s and 
Women’s fellowship events.  All this involves untold hours and an enormous number of 
people. 
 
And, of course, none of this just happens.  It takes a great deal of planning and preparation.  
So, a very big “Thank You” to the wonderful and tireless Chairs listed below and the many 
volunteers who help keep us aware of and make possible the worship, education, nurture, 
fellowship, and service events to meet the needs of the thriving congregation that is Friends 
Congregational Church. 
 
 
 
Christian Education 
Tami Dudo, Chair  
 
Committee members: Krista Burdine, Kate Lucchese, David Manuel, Robin Miller, Kate 
Powell, and Anne Wehrly  
 

Sunday Morning Classes: 
We started out the year (with the assistance of Fellowship Committee) with the Annual 
Pancake Breakfast and Sunday School registration on August 23rd.  Classes for Children 
and Youth started August 30th.  Classes met from 9:15-10:15am and utilized Seasons of the 
Spirit curriculum.  the last day of Sunday School was May 22nd with a celebration of our 
High School graduates happening on May 29th.    
 
Our dedicated teachers for the year were: 
Anne Wehrly, K-Grade 2 
Krista Burdine and Kate Powell, Grades 3-5 
David Manuel, Grades 6-8 
Robin Miller, Grades 9-12 
 
Joyful Noise: 
The children’s choir was led by music director Chris Hoffman and Tami Dudo. This year, 
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Lucy Harper helped out as the Youth Assistant Director.  Joyful Noise sang periodically 
throughout the church year and delighted the congregation with each performance!  
 

Special Services/Activities for Children/Youth: 
August - Children’s Sabbath –youth led service 
September – Participate in Dan’s 10 Year Anniversary Celebration 
November – Lock in with United Christian Church; Ornament making for Angel tree  
December - Christmas Pageant 
February – 30 Hour Famine; Youth Service Day in Honor of Dan’s 10 Years 
March - Palm Sunday Parade; Easter egg hunt 
 

Special thanks to the youth for all their assistance in egg stuffing, furniture moving, flag 
stationing, trash dumping, sign changing, fountain cleaning, and general good will in 
whatever is asked of them. 
 

Parents of the youth have stepped up and organized themselves for fundraising for 
the Youth Mission Trip to Waco, in June 26-29, 2016, and for the National Youth Event to be 
held in Orlando, Florida, including a trip to Disney World in July 24-31, 2016.  
 

Heifer International: 
All of the children and youth Sunday School classes are still on board with raising funds for 
animals for Heifer International.  In May, the congregation was reminded the coins given 
during the offering also support Heifer International. 
 

Summer Events: 
Plans are in the works for some family friendly activities during the summer months to keep 

us all connected until we meet again on August 21st for the NEXT Pancake breakfast and 

Sunday School registration. 

 
 
Evangelism  
Rachel Boenigk, Chair  
 
Committee Members: Andy Tag and Glenn Thurman  

  

The Evangelism Team focuses on getting the word out about Friends Church and 

welcoming all who find our doorway. This year we focused on engaging our existing 

members and reaching new members who would be attracted to our open and affirming 

worship community.  Along with the Fellowship Committee, we shared the cost of promoting 

our profit shares.  We also worked with Nurture to purchase post cards to share in special 

moments in member’s lives such as birthdays, anniversaries, etc. 

 We still have about 500 door hangers to invite our friends and neighbors to worship with 

us on Sundays.  

PROGRAMS REPORT (cont.) 
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 We have continued to grow Friends’ online presence — as this and word of mouth are 

our most often cited way that people learn about Friends Church. 

 Our Friends Congregational Audio Podcast continues to reach thousands of listeners via 

iTunes, our Sermons webpage, and the Facebook Status updates. 

 Our presence on Facebook continues to grow and reach new folks, as well as engage 

our own folks in current happenings.  It also shares the links to the weekly sermon 

webpage and Pastor Dan’s “Mid-Week Thoughts”.  

 We have been trying to keep up with the Eagle postings for weekly faith calendar events, 

as well as keeping the paid Worship Guide listing current.  We also advertised in the 

Christmas and Holy Week special sections again this year.  

 The Evangelism Committee has also assumed responsibility for the large church sign out 

front of the church.  

 We have also been tasked with reaching out to visitors who ask for more information 

about our church.  

 
  
 
Fellowship  
Cady and Pam Engler, Co-Chairs  
 
Committee Members:  Rhoda Bertsch, Brian Blake, Jim Burke, Linda Coats, Stacy De Leon, 
Susan Fontaine, Kevin Graham, Wayne Hamman, Cathy Hansen, Ronnie Holz, Kate 
Kiernat, Sally Manthei, Robin Miller, Anne Nichols, Olivia Simonich, Diane Simpson, Bart 
Taylor, Lucy Thomas, Elijah Vasquez, Pete and Linda Vukovich, Kelly Wellman, Michelle 
Williamson, Curt York 
 
The Fellowship Committee sees their work as a ministry of hospitality with their goal being to 
help offer an extravagant welcome to all and build relationships in the congregation.  This 
begins with the offer of coffee, tea, and hot chocolate every Sunday morning as adults, 
youth, and children come through the doors of the church for classes and/or worship.  In 
addition, the committee has used their many talents to sponsor numerous events.  Those 
include (with approximate attendance numbers in parentheses if known): 
 Independence Day Picnic at Aerofit 
 Back-to-School Pancake Breakfast (67) 
 5th Sunday Potluck Meals (August – 108; January – 54) 
 Celebration of Pastor Dan’s 10th Anniversary as pastor of our church in cooperation with 

other  groups in the congregation (Saturday – 150+; Sunday reception – 60) 
 BBQ to raise funds for United Campus Ministry and Brazos Interfaith Immigration 

Network (223 dine-in and take-out meals) and Pre-BBQ fellowship on the evening before 
BBQ 

 Coordinated lunches for October Inquiry Classes(25) and breakfast and lunch for the 
April 23 class (8 class members and various presenters) 

 Thanksgiving Dinner (168) 
 Receptions following Christmas Cantata (103) and Longest Night Service (38) 
 Ash Wednesday Soup Supper (54) 
 Easter Brunch (136) 

PROGRAMS REPORT (cont.) 
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 Hospitality room for families prior to worship service where high school graduates were 
honored 

 Celebration of Chris Hoffman’s 10th Anniversary as Music Director in cooperation with 
other groups in the congregation 

 Profit Share Meals on the Wednesdays when Family Promise families are living in our 
building 

 After worship receptions to welcome new members, to celebrate Rosh Hashanah,  to 
welcome Katherine Doehring as our Acting Pastor during Pastor Dan’s sabbatical and to 
express the congregation’s appreciation to Katherine and to honor our high school 
graduates (50) 

 Men’s Fellowship – Breakfasts and Work Day with Lunch (10-12) 
 Women’s Night Out – Bimonthly Dinner and Movie (6-12) 
 
Thanks to the members of the Fellowship Committee and the many others from the 
congregation who  contributed in so many ways this year.  Special thanks to Jim Burke who 
agreed to extend his term as Fellowship Committee chair for two months while we were out 
of the country to make it possible for us to chair the committee this year.  
 
 
Justice and Missions 
Robin Miller, Chair 
 
Committee Members: Theresa Walker, Cecelia Hawkins, Andrew Roblyer, Jillian Gonzalez, 
Linda Coats, Robin Miller, Olivia Simonich, Jon Maxwell, Mary Howell, Barbara Heath, Joe 
Hartsoe,  Barb Loraine, and Pam Engler. 
 
Justice and Mission committee extends the work of the church to the community and the 
world through education on social justice issues, service projects, and offerings. Ongoing 
ministries include volunteering monthly at Brazos Church Pantry, delivering bread donations 
from Blue Baker to the Brazos Church Pantry once a week, and serving as a host church for 
Family Promise of the Brazos Valley, an organization that provides food, housing, training, 
and transportation to homeless families while helping them secure permanent housing. The 
Justice and Mission committee also includes the congregation’s Mass Incarceration and 
Criminal Justice Task Force, Sustainability Team, and Faith Inclusion and Disability 
Awareness Team. In addition to these ongoing ministries, Justice and Mission events this 
year have included the following: 

 
 Hosting speakers from Iglesia Zoar to educate our congregation about their ministry in 

Reynosa 
 Participating in the community-wide Faith and Inclusion Community Group 
 Participating in the Bryan College Station CROP Walk, which raised over $12,800 to fight 

hunger 
 Raising $4,000 through the annual Festival of Giving to benefit Back Bay Mission, Brazos 

Church Pantry, Brazos Interfaith Immigration Network, the Friends Church Crisis Fund, 
Hospice Brazos Valley, My Long Way Home, Voices for Children, and the congregation’s 
Slumber Falls Scholarship Fund 

 Providing Christmas gifts for 12 children, Christmas trees and Christmas baskets for 
Family Promise families, and providing gas and grocery gift cards to neighbors in need 
through our annual Angel Tree 

 Organizing Access Sunday to raise awareness of how our congregation can be more 
welcoming and inclusive for members and visitors with disabilities 

PROGRAMS REPORT (cont.) 
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 Supporting the youth group’s participation in 30 Hour Famine, Souper Bowl of Caring, 
and the summer mission trip to Mission Waco 

 Participating in Family Promise’s Comfort Food Cook Off Fundraiser 
 Presenting a screening of Broken on All Sides, a documentary about race and 

incarceration 
 Sending Christmas cards to inmates in the Texas Department of Corrections 
 Collecting 70 school kits for Church World Service 
 Collecting over 70 hygiene kits for Back Bay Mission 
 
 
 
Nurture 
Linda Coats, Chair 
 
Committee Members: Rhoda Bertsch, Jim Burke, Pam and Cady Engler, Linda Fitzwater, 
Wayne Hamman, Joe Hartsoe, Ronnie Holz, Kate Kiernat, Cheri Marston, Debbie Ridgeway, 
Andrew Roblyer, Olivia Simonich, Diane Simpson, Doris Simpson, Mark and Lucy Thomas, 
Glenn Thurman, Linda and Pete Vukovich, Greg Wade, Jess Wade, and Debby York.  
 

One of Friends Church’s programs is our Nurture Committee which has Three C’s as its 
main function:  Celebration, Caring, and Condolence.  The main goal is to have a positive 
presence from this church family to its members in celebration times or times of distress.  We 
want all to feel we celebrate with them, care for their needs, and are there when they need 
condolence.  We have strong care teams:  those on call to prepare food, drive members as 
needed, make hospital or home visits, make welcome cookies, post the prayer list, prepare 
celebration presentations, etc.  Under the Nurture umbrella are FAA (Fabulous at Any Age) 
and the Parents of Infants and Toddlers.  We are available to assist any other committee 
with special needs or projects.  With this in mind, our year was productive, busy, and 
hopefully fulfilled our goals. 
 
 We provided meals, visitation, encouraging notes and assistance with illnesses, 

surgeries, and other situations where care was needed. 
 We presented crosses for newborn members of our congregation. 
 We celebrated with our members through cards for birthdays, anniversaries, and other 

events to congratulate or give encouragement.  We also sent cards of “we noticed” or 

“thanks for the assistance.”  FAA also sends thank you cards to restaurants for our 
monthly lunches.  As appropriate, they also send thank you notes to places visited. 

 We provide rides for members to attend church, visit doctors, or shop, for those who 
need temporary assistance.   

 We have sent bereavement letters when a member loses a family member which 
includes the information about the donation the church will make as a memorial for this 
individual.  We also coordinated the reception for a funeral of one of our members:  
providing comfort items or assistance before the event and the reception/ food after. 

 Our welcome bags are always filled with fresh homemade cookies and information 
packets to new visitors. 

 Our prayer concerns from each Sunday are sent to the membership each Monday. 
 Unfortunately, we have distributed several red candles for members who have moved out 

of the community. 

 We assisted in Dan’s anniversary party to aid church council.  We also, at council’s 
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request, provided the card and gift for Rev. Katherine Doehring after her service as our 
acting pastor while Dan was on sabbatical. 

 One group, Parents of Infants and Toddlers, has held a couple of events:  swim parties 
and a Halloween party.  They also continually support one another in various get 
together activities.   

 FAA, Fabulous at Any Age, continues with monthly excursions to explore our area, learn 
about other cultures/ religions, or assist with mission projects from our congregation.  
Most specifically, they worked on school kits and hygiene kits.  This group has also 
joined with Allen Chapel Mission group for several of the regular meetings.  

 We have a suggestion box outside the office where members may request our services 
to nurture a congregant.  

 
New this year: FAA, Parents of Infants and Toddlers, and Spiritual Development sponsored 
a new activity over the Christmas holidays.  We hosted an evening of merriment, gathering at 
church and carpooling to Central Park to view the holiday lights.  Once there, the group 
gathered at the large Christmas tree and sang carols, led by our children.  We returned to 
cookies and punch at church and a viewing of How the Grinch Stole Christmas.  We hope to 
continue this and make it a church tradition.   
 
In addition to the many committee members who continually support our mission we are also 
thankful for those who are "on call" when we need meals or visitations, or who have just 
been there to give love and nurture to someone in need.  We are also thankful to those who 
attend FAA or Parents of Infants and Toddlers gatherings (regularly or as they are able), and 
the support they share with one another or their participation in nurturing events.  
 
 

Spiritual Development 
Linda Fitzwater, Chair 
 

Committee Members:  Andrew Roblyer, Beth Becker, Georgianne Moore 
 
The Spiritual Growth and Development Committee continues to support a variety of 
ministries at Friends Congregational Church.  In each area listed we would like to thank the 
great volunteers that make these possible. 
 
 Labyrinth Project:  This was a new project this year and evolved into an Eagle Scout 

project for our own Spencer Williamson.  The area has been cleaned up, new gravel 
placed on the path, and brightened with new plants.  There are new boxes at each 
entrance in which to place brochures with information about labyrinths and ideas on how 
to use them.  There is a place for prayer cards and comments, and a locked box for 
completed prayer requests.  We hope to finish this project in the next few months and 
rededicate this sacred space. 

 Two new Inquiry Classes were held this church year, one in the Fall and one this Spring.  
We had a total of 30 persons that attended these classes.  We celebrate the ones that 
attended the classes as well as those that have become new members this church year. 

 Theology on Tap continues to meet on the 3rd Tuesday of each month at Perrine Winery.  
At each gathering a new topic is shared and discussed along with snacks, usually pizza, 
wine, and other beverages.  We average 10-15 people at each meeting. All are welcome. 
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 Morning Meditation is a group that meets at the church each Tuesday morning at 7:30am 
for a time of group meditation before starting the day.  This small group of about 5 people 
find this time very important to their lives and invite you to participate. 

 Living the Questions is a group of 20-30 somethings that meet weekly on Sunday 
evenings with alternating locations and topics.  One week focuses on fellowship and the 
other week on a discussion topic. 

 Two Adult Study classes meet on Sunday morning.  The Morning Manna Class is led by 
our Licensed Lay Minister, Ana Deter.  A variety of books and subjects are studied in the 
class.  The Social Justice class has been led by Rob Mackin this year with an emphasis 
on the social justice issues of our time, and how, as Christians, we need to learn about 
and act on these issues.  These classes are organized and led by the class leaders and 
members themselves with support from this committee. 

 The Slumber Falls Church Retreat was held this year on Mothers’ Day weekend, May 6-
8, 2016.  We had a group of 38 people who had a great time eating, fellowshipping, 
singing, studying, and worshipping.  One of the special times this year was at the Sunday 
morning worship service where we had the privilege of thanking Charles Stark, Camp 
Director, who is leaving this position.  We also got to tell the Vogel family, who will be 

leaving Friends Church soon, good bye and God’s Speed by laying on of hands and 
praying for them.  A Special Thanks for everyone who had a part in planning and making 
this event a success. 

 
 
Worship  
Andy Ambrus, Chair 
 

Committee Members:  Maggie Gartner, Anne Nichols, Jess Wade, Chris Hoffman (ex officio) 
    
The worship committee focuses on making every worship service experience special and 
meaningful, including the additional services during Holy Week and Advent.  
 
This year we were privileged to have Rev. Katherine Doehring as acting pastor during Pastor 

Dan’s sabbatical.    
 
 
The committee is responsible for: 
 baking bread for communion 
 changing all banners and liturgical cloths 
 setting up the font for baptism 
 making sure the sanctuary is ready for our church family and visitors 
  chairs in position 
  Welcome, Pray, Give, and Note cards in place 
  decorations for special services, e.g., Advent, Christmas, Good Friday, Easter 
  altar candles and lighter replaced and ready 
 
 
Special thanks to:  
 Cathy Hansen - Lay Leaders Coordinator 
 Barbara Heath - Greeters Coordinator 
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 Anne Nichols - Communion Stewards Coordinator 
 Kevin Graham 
 Sue Ambrus  
 
Worship Committee Information for 2015-16: 
 Rhoda Bertsch will be the new Greeters Coordinator as of June 2016. 
 Cathy Hansen will remain as Lay Leaders Coordinator. 
 10:30 Sunday Worship Service Average Attendance:  136 
 Special Services Attendance: 
  Christmas Cantata: 152 
  Longest Night:      32 
  Christmas Eve: 137 
  Maundy Thursday:   23 
  Good Friday:  157 
  Easter (8:15 am)   55 
  Easter (10:30 am) 200 
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FINANCIAL SECRETARY REPORT 
Ruth Nelson, Financial Secretary 
 
The Financial Secretary's duties are to collect, categorize, and deposit all income to the 
church, excluding transactions involving the capital campaign, to communicate this information 
weekly to the Treasurer, and to prepare annual giving reports and semi-annual pledge reports 
for individual congregation members. The Financial Secretary also gives information to assist 
with the annual stewardship campaign. Below are the pledges and offerings received in the 
past 12 months. This does not include special offerings, monies collected for Tenzin, for the 
crisis fund, and similar categories.  
 

Table 1 shows the giving amount totals for the year. The monthly totals are not presented as 
they are consistent with all previous years. 
 

A new category has been created for those who give on a regular basis, but have not filled out 
a “Friends Pledge” card.  It is 2030 Pledge-NonPledged. Previously, any amount that was giv-
en that had a name attached, was treated as a pledge.  
 
Offerings are cash donations (excluding coins) that cannot be attributed to any one person.  

Table 3 shows the annual giving amounts.  

 
 
Table 1 Giving Amounts for June 2015-May 2016 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 2 Giving Amounts for June 2014-May 2015 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Category Amount 

2010 Pledge $200,162.30 

2020 Offering $16,063.30 

2030 Pledge- NonPledge $30,489.75 

Category Amount 

2010 Pledge $224,220.74 

2020 Offering $6,131.90 
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FINANCIAL SECRETARY REPORT (cont.) 

Table 3 Annual Giving Amounts 

Year Total 

2008 $163,027.00 

2009 $159,225.00 

2010 $163,399.00 

2011 $161,900.00 

2012 $187,886.00 

2013 $192,985.00 

2014 $230,352.64 

2015 $259,904.56 

Sincerely and faithfully yours, 
 
Ruth Nelson 
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TREASURER REPORT 
Theresa Walker, Treasurer 
 

 
General Operating 
 
In 2015, collections and miscellaneous income totaled $257,536.29.  This was 7% over the 
2015 projected budgeted amount of $240,000.00.  Expenses of $228,716.67 were less than 
the 2015 projected budgeted amount of $241,184.00 in large part due to the lapsed funds of 
$16,078 for the unfilled position of Associate Pastor.  The year ended with a Net Operating 
Income of $28,819.62. 
 
Operating Surplus 
 
2015 ended with a Net Operating Income of $28,819.62.  Church Council voted to move 
$20,000 of this amount to Surplus Funds to fund future projects and ministries.   The balance 
was retained in Operating to fund the Sabbatical Interim Pastor Pulpit Fill occurring in 2016.  
The total of the 2015 Surplus of $20,000.00 and the remaining 2014 Dedicated Surplus of 
$7,181.52 totaled $27,181.52 at year end. 
   
Reserves are $50,000.07. 
 
Capital Funds 
 
2015 Capital Collections totaled $150,268.27.  Expenses were $160,350.00.   We began 
making loan payments on a loan balance of $807,397.10 to Brenham National Bank in 
January 2014.  In 2015, loan payments of $160,350 were made, of which $134,413.40 was 
applied to the principal.  Loan balance at 12/31/15 was $446,564.40. 
 
Other Restricted Funds 
 
Throughout the year, the congregation has financially supported many charities.  This 
support came through Festival of Giving, Crop Walk, 30 Hour Famine, Annual Dues, BBQ 
fund raiser, Love collections as well as other efforts.  Below is a list of those charities and our 
financial support: 
 
Nepal Earthquake Appeal     $816.33 
Back Bay Mission      $120.00 
Heart of Texas Association     $999.96 
Brazos Church Pantry      $530.00 
Brazos County Branch of the NAACP   $450.00 
Brazos Interfaith Immigration Network   $1,964.38 
Brazos Valley Food Bank, Inc.    $694.90 
Day 1        $20.00 
Family Promise of College Station    $609.00 
Heifer International      $400.81 
Hospice Brazos Valley     $195.00 
LGBTQ Aggies      $108.00 
My Long Way Home Animal Sanctuary   $60.00 
Pink Project, Inc.      $25.75 
Pleasant Grove Baptist Church    $100.00 
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Rainforest Trust      $1,707.50 
The Coalition       $100.00 
Voices for Children      $640.00 
Wider Church Ministries     $300.00 
 
We also maintained our 5 for 5 status with the SCC.  Our giving for 2015 was as follows: 
 
Christmas Fund  $ 1,982.58 
Neighbors in Need  $ 1,872.00 
One Great Hour Sharing $ 1,979.00 
Strengthen the Church $ 1,612.00 
OCWM   $ 5,004.00 
 
If you have any questions or comments, please do not hesitate to contact me by  
e-mail at treasurer@friends-ucc.org. 
 

******************************** 
 

Church Snapshot 
As of May 31, 2016 

 
                                 Outstanding Loans 
                     Mortgage                                                                 $362,319.80 
 
   

                                 Available Funds 
                                 General Operating                $ 76,693.03 
        Capital Campaign                  $ 55,410.70  
                                 Other Restricted                    $ 25,044.95 
                                 Total                                         $157,148.68 
 
Note:  There are also two promissory notes held by the Local Church Ministries of the UCC.  
The amounts are $20,000.00 and $86,293.00.  We will only be required to repay these notes if 
we sell our land and building, leave the UCC, or no longer use the facility for our ministry.  In 
February of 2013, we remitted $5,315.00 (5% of the notes) to the LCM in order to subordinate 
our lien so that we could move forward with securing our construction loan at Brenham Nation-
al Bank.   In 2015, we made a payment of $3,000 toward this commitment. 
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